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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE   “The Carols of Christmas” 

DUET (5:00 PM)     “Angels We Have Heard on High” arr. Hustad/Smith 

      Cody Kelly, piano & Justin McClure, organ 

WELCOME 

BLESSING OF THE CRECHE (5:00 PM) 

O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in 

the stable, we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with your holy 

presence, and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell. Be with us that 

we might share Christ's love with all the world, for he is our light and salvation. 

Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

CAROL               “O Come, All Ye Faithful”          #283 vs. 1 & 4 

[See back of bulletin] 

DIALOGUE 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

 

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you.  



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 

day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 

A Reading from Isaiah:  

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.      (Isaiah 9:2-7) 

  



The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord.  

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 

be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of our Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

Wonderful counselor, on this holy night your church throughout the world 

celebrates the Word of God born among us. Fill your church with a zeal for sharing 

your love and grace with all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Lord of hosts, the heavens are glad, the earth rejoices, and the oceans sing for joy at 

your coming. Grant us wisdom to care for your creation in ways that benefit all 

your creatures. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Prince of peace, your grace has appeared and salvation has come to all. Bring 

healing to people and nations divided by violence. Direct the leaders of the world, 

so that they may rule wisely and honorably for the sake of all people. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

Mighty God of mercy, you come to us as a tiny baby. Protect all who are vulnerable 

or in need: those without homes or caregivers, those who grieve, those who are 

hungry, and all who seek healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially…). Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, we praise you for gathering us tonight to worship in holy splendor. 

Direct our worship, fellowship, and service, so that our words and deeds may be 

ever pleasing to you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Timeless God, your steadfast love never ends. Thank you for revealing your 

faithfulness and love to us through the saints of every time and place. May their 

memory be ever near us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

steadfast mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

At the birth of Christ, the angels sang a song of peace and good will. May the peace 

of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 

  



OFFERTORY 

Duet (5:00 PM)    “The First Noel”   arr. Hustad/Smith 

    Cody Kelly, piano & Justin McClure, organ 

Solo (9:00 PM)    “O Holy Night”     A. Adam 

      Tom Wehr, Tenor 

Duet (11:00 PM)       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” arr. Nelson/McDonald 

    Juli Schenck, bassoon & Justin McClure, piano 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  



For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.  

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength. 

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.  

And the blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

upon you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 

THE DISMISSAL  

Filled with the joy of Christ’s birth, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Please exit through the side (or ramp) door. 

Holy Communion will be available to you as you leave. 

May God bless you and yours during this joyous season! 

Merry Christmas to all! 

 

POSTLUDE   “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”   K. Varner 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 

******************************************************************* 

Christmas Eve bulletins are presented in memory of parents and grandparents, 

Ralph & Muriel Reibie and Clark & Fern Schenck, by Sue, Kurt, and Juli Schenck 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING CHRISTMAS EVE (12/24/20) 

5:00 PM 

LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul; GREETER: Crystal Brensinger 

USHERS: Deb Bolinsky and Karen Schoener  



SERVING CHRISTMAS EVE (12/24/20) 

9:00 PM 

LECTOR: Samantha Clark; GREETER: Scott Butler 

USHERS: Gwen Wehr and Tina Butler 

11:00 PM 

LECTOR: Rob Reier; GREETER: Greg Sklar 

USHERS: Steve and Robin Zimmerman 

******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the Day: In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the 

Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine 

the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God 

through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ 

birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with 

the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the 

whole world. 

******************************************************************* 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Thursday, December 24 5:00 PM Christmas Eve worship w/Communion 

 9:00 PM  Christmas Eve worship w/Communion 

 11:00 PM  Christmas Eve worship w/Communion 

Friday, December 25  Christmas Day – No worship scheduled 

Saturday, December 26 5:30 PM No worship scheduled 

Sunday, December 27 8:00 AM No worship scheduled 

 10:30 AM No worship scheduled 

******************************************************************* 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SUSPENDED 

Because of our need for greater caution due to COVID-19, our Council has decided 

to temporarily suspend in-person worship following our Christmas Eve worship 

services. There will not be in-person worship on December 26, and 27, 2020, or 

January 2, and 3, 2021. In-person worship with Holy Communion will return on 

Saturday, January 9, and Sunday, January 10, 2021. 

In-person worship planning is week to week process right now. Please call the 

church office, check our Facebook page, or see our website -- before you come for 

worship!  



POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS 
Please take your plant(s) with you after 11:00 PM worship. 

 

Poinsettias presented in honor of: 

Our children and grandchildren by Jeff and Cindy Ritschel. (2 red) 

Tammy and Kevin O’Donnell by Tom and Gwen Wehr. (1 red) 

Becky and Kenny Miller by Tom and Gwen Wehr. (1 red) 

Andrew Wehr by Tom and Gwen Wehr. (1 red) 

Our daughter, Heather Lynn, by Barry and Dana Jenkins. (1 red) 

James P. Withers by Wayne and Ruth Ann Withers. (1 red) 

Kyle, Charlene, and Norman Knauss by Gail and Jeff Rarick. (1 red) 

Bob and Ruth Rarick by Gail and Jeff Rarick. (1 red) 

Cole Rarick by Gail and Jeff Rarick. (1 white) 

My family by Kay Weidensaul. (1 white) 

Fern Moyer by Rodney, Fern, Jeremy, and Rebecca. (1 red) 

Jeremy & Rebecca Houser by Rodney and Fern. (1 red) 

Jane Fryer by Rodney, Fern, Jeremy, and Rebecca. (1 white) 

Grandson, Nathaniel Dixon by Danielle Richards. (1 red) 

Pastor Diefenderfer by Danielle Richards. (1 red) 

The Church Library Staff by James W. Lengel. (1 white) 

Trudy Lengel by James W. Lengel. (1 red) 

Debra Koch Abbott by Gary M. Koch. (1 red) 

Katherine Koch Knight by Gary M. Koch. (1 red) 

 

Christmas Wreaths 

In memory of our daughter, Michelle Rozansky, by Barb and Ron Rozansky. (2) 

In loving memory of Harry W. Lafko, Dr. & Mrs. F.S. Olmes, and Mr. & Mrs. 

William Lafko by the Lafko family. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Poinsettias presented in memory of: 

My husband, Clark “Duke” Schenck, parents, Ralph & Muriel Reibie, and brother, 

Ron “Buck” Reibie, by Sue Schenck. (delivery fee) 

Our parents by Jeff and Cindy Ritschel. (1 white) 

Parents, Kermit & Cathlene Krammes, by Robin and Steve Zimmerman. (1 white) 

Parents, H. Clair & Jane Zimmerman, by Robin and Steve Zimmerman. (1 white) 

Jody & Kevin Krammes and Kirsten Edmonds, by Robin and Steve Zimmerman. (1 

white) 

Helen & Dyke Rubright by Robin and Steve Zimmerman. (1 white) 

Cordelia Miller by Robin and Steve Zimmerman. (1 red) 

Our loved ones by Barry and Dana Jenkins. (1 white) 

Tim & Jan Gerberich and Clint Rarick by Gail and Jeff Rarick. (1 white) 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Pitts, Jr. by Wayne and Ruth Ann Withers. (1 red) 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Withers by Wayne and Ruth Ann Withers. (1 white) 

Our grandparents by Carl Heintzelman. (1 red, 1 white) 

Bill Biever by Ed and Cheryle Foulk. (1 red) 

Gloria Biever by Ed and Cheryle Foulk. (1 red) 

Billy Biever by Ed and Cheryle Foulk. (1 white) 

Our parents, Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Rohrer and Mrs. & Mrs. Arthur Emerich, by Jim 

and Joanne Emerich. (1 red) 

Loved ones by Lester and Constance Teter. (1 red) 

Boris & Lois Sklar by Greg and Cindy Sklar. (1 red) 

Larry & Juleen Herman by Greg and Cindy Sklar. (1 white) 

My parents by Kay Weidensaul. (1 white) 

Charles Moyer by Rodney, Fern, Jeremy, and Rebecca. (1 white) 

Parents, Francis and Margaret Piacine, by Danielle Richards. (1 white) 

Guy & Frances Lengel by James W. Lengel. (1 white) 

John A. Lengel by James W. Lengel. (1 white) 

G. Roger Lengel by James W. Lengel. (1 white) 

William & Lottie Lengel by James W. Lengel. (1 red) 

George & Frieda Somers by James W. Lengel. (1 red) 

George W. and Elizabeth Lengel by James W. Lengel. (1 red) 

Paula L. Huebner by Elaine and Michael Huebner. (1 red) 

Carl Long by Christine and Kevin Long. (1 red) 

Herbert Steinert by Mary Steinert and family. (1 red) 

Mavis M. Koch by Gary M. Koch. (1 white) 

Mr. & Mrs. Marlin Koch, Sr. by Gary M. Koch. (1 white)  
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