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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE:   "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring"   J. S. Bach 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

THE LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure, and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation 

for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as 

we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may 

serve our neighbors in need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 

certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 

“Christ, Be Our Light”      [The third candle is lit.] 

  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sins. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, 

 we confess that we are held captive by sin 

 and have lost our way.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

 we have not loved our neighbor; 

 we have not been Christ-like to one another. 

Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

 by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

 free to follow in the path of Christ,  

 free to live as children of God, 

 and free to love one another -- as God loves each one of us. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

In Jesus Christ, God has reconciled us to himself. Let us also be reconciled and at 

peace with one another. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    vs. 5 & 6 

5 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 

 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 

 in ancient times you gave the law 

 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 

 

Refrain 

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

  shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

6 O come, O Key of David, come, 

 and open wide our heav'nly home; 

 make safe the way that leads on high, 

 and close the path to misery. Refrain 

  



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words 

of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 

A Reading from Isaiah 

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

  because the LORD has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

  the devastations of many generations. 

 8For I the LORD love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples;  



 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations.   (Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 126 (Read responsively) 

 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

  we were like those who dream. 

 2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

  and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

  then it was said among the nations, 

  "The LORD has done great things for them." 

 3The LORD has done great things for us, 

  and we rejoiced. 

 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

  like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

 5May those who sow in tears 

  reap with shouts of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, 

  bearing the seed for sowing, 

  shall come home with shouts of joy, 

  carrying their sheaves. 

 

A Reading from First Thessalonians  

6Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 

despise the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is 

good; 22abstain from every form of evil.  



  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 

soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 

  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then 

they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What 

do you say about yourself?” 23He said, 

 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John 

answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 

know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
              (John 1:6-8, 19-28) 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ.  



HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Hark the Glad Sound” 

 

SERMON 

THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.   



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified,  

 He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary 

world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of preachers and messengers, strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, 

deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers 

and talents to public worship. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  



God of every living creature, extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals 

and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on creation to make their living. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all peoples and nations, be present with the leaders of every nation as they 

govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is 

revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of exiles and wanderers, we pray for people who have been displaced from 

their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work all disaster relief 

organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of the powerful, send your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to 

comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. We especially pray for all who 

suffer from COVID-19 and everyone on our prayer list. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of sinners and saints, we are grateful for the beloved, imperfect people whose 

lives testified to your radiant love. Help us to draw wisdom from the stories of their 

earthly lives. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen.  



SENDING 

BLESSING  

May the blessing of Almighty God, 

who is Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be with you now and forever. 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN:    “Fling Wide the Door”    vs. 1 & 4 

[See back of bulletin] 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE:   "Dona Nobis Pacem"     W. A. Mozart  
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************

Altar flowers are presented in celebration of my loving wife Karen’s birthday on 

 December 18, by Doug Travor. 

Chancel flowers are presented in loving memory of Clark “Duke” Schenck by Sue, 

 Kurt, and Juli. 

Bulletins are presented in loving Clark “Duke’ Schenck by Sue, Kurt, & Juli 

******************************************************************* 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (12/13/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Deb Moyer; GREETER: TBA 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Robin Zimmerman; GREETER: Scott Butler; USHER: Juli Schenck 

ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke and Madelyn Knecht 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Diane Brobst, and Marlene Eidam 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (12/20/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Kay Weidensaul; GREETER: TBA 

10:30 AM: 

LECTOR: Leslie Guldin; GREETER: Jim Spotts; USHER: Joanne Emerich 

ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger and Cindy Ritschel 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis  



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, December 13 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

Monday, December 14 7:00 PM Council 

Tuesday, December 15 7:05 PM  Men of St. Paul’s 

Thursday, December 17 7:00 PM Adult Forum via ZOOM 

Saturday, December 19 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, December 20   8:00 AM   Worship 

            10:30 AM   Worship 

******************************************************************* 

Introduction to the Day: “Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 

Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turning our mourning 

into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a 

spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party 

clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in 

worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party. 

******************************************************************* 

CHRISTMAS EVE ONLINE WORSHIP VIDEO 

Be a part of our virtual passing of the light for our Christmas Eve Online Worship 

Video. 

Take a 3 second video of yourself from the waist up passing a lighted candle from 

left to right. 

Left (1 second)  Center (1 Second) Right (1 Second). 

One person per video. 

Record the video horizontally. 

Send videos to Jessica Swick by Sunday, December 20th via email, text or 

Facebook Message. 

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

936-648-6809 

Facebook @StPaulsOrwigsbug 

For a YouTube Video How To go to:  https://youtu.be/fzA9sUFKSkE  

mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
https://youtu.be/fzA9sUFKSkE


SENDING HYMN:    “Fling Wide the Door”    vs. 1 & 4 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES AFFECTED BY COVID-19 

St. Paul’s will hold in-person Christmas Eve services at 5:00 PM, 9:00 

PM, and 11:00 PM on Thursday, December 24, 2020. Christmas Carols, 

Candlelight, and the distribution of Holy Communion will be featured 

at each service. COVID-19 precautions (the wearing of facemasks, 

socially distanced designated seating, hand sanitizing, etc.) will 

continue to be observed. Attendance at all our Christmas Eve 

services will be limited to less than 70 people to provide adequate 

social distancing. 

Unlike other years, small candles will not be distributed to the 

congregation on Christmas Eve, and neither the Chancel Choir nor 

the Bell Choir will provide special music. 

To avoid turning anyone away from worship on Christmas Eve, 

everyone who would like to attend one of our special worship 

services should call the church office in advance to reserve a place 

for themselves and their families. Please call the church office at (570) 

366-2316 (ext. 10) to reserve a place for yourself and your family as 

soon as possible. 

If you call our church office when it is closed, please leave a 

message on our answering machine. Speak slowly and clearly, 

identify yourself, give your phone number, indicate which service you 

(and your family) plan to attend, and how many seats you would like 

to reserve. Your reservation will be confirmed shortly thereafter.  

THE DEADLINE TO RESERVE A SEAT FOR OUR CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

SERVICES IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020. 

******************************************************************* 
Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 
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