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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 
Where responses are indicated, please respond quietly. 

PRELUDE  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, who 

creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us now confess our sin.  

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O Merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have walked away from you as though you did not even exist. 

We have railed against the sins of others, while ignoring our own wickedness. 

We have wrapped both our arms around our treasures,  

 and pushed away those in need. 

Humble our hearts, strip away our masks of deceit, and transform our minds, 

 so that we can return to you and find new and abundant life,  

 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Our Heavenly Father knows us better than we know ourselves, and yet he loves us. 

By the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, know that your sins are forgiven. 

Amen.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


PEACE 

In Jesus Christ, God has reconciled us to himself. Let us also be reconciled to one 

another. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

GATHERING HYMN “We Come to You for Healing, Lord”   vs 1, 2, 5 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 

image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you 

what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  



WORD 

A Reading from Isaiah 

 8Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, 

  who are deaf, yet have ears! 

 9Let all the nations gather together, 

  and let the peoples assemble. 

 Who among them declared this, 

  and foretold to us the former things? 

 Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, 

  and let them hear and say, “It is true.” 

 10You are my witnesses, says the LORD, 

  and my servant whom I have chosen, 

 so that you may know and believe me 

  and understand that I am he. 

 Before me no god was formed, 

  nor shall there be any after me. 

 11I, I am the LORD, 

  and besides me there is no savior. 

 12I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

  when there was no strange god among you; 

  and you are my witnesses, says the LORD. 

 13I am God, and also henceforth I am He; 

  there is no one who can deliver from my hand; 

  I work and who can hinder it?  (Isaiah 43:8-13) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 124 (Read Responsively) 
1If it had not been the LORD who was on our side — 

 let Israel now say — 
2if it had not been the LORD who was on our side, 

 when our enemies attacked us, 
3then they would have swallowed us up alive, 

 when their anger was kindled against us; 
4then the flood would have swept us away, 

 the torrent would have gone over us; 
5then over us would have gone 

 the raging waters. 

  



6Blessed be the LORD, 

 who has not given us as prey to their teeth. 
7We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; 

 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

 who made heaven and earth. 

 

A Reading from Second Timothy 
5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry 

out your ministry fully. 

  6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 

departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me 

but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

  9Do your best to come to me soon, 10for Demas, in love with this present world, 

has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to 

Dalmatia. 11Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is 

useful in my ministry.         (2 Timothy 4:5-11) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Luke writes:] 1Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the 

events that have been fulfilled among us, 2just as they were handed on to us by 

those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3I too 

decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4so that you may know the truth 

concerning the things about which you have been instructed.  



24:44[Before he ascended, Jesus said to the disciples and their companions:] “These 

are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 

about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to 

them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 

the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 

things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in 

the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 

into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God.      (Luke 1:1-4; 24:44-53) 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Healer of Our Every Ill”    vs 1 & 2 

 

 

SERMON 

  



THE NICENE CREED (Read in Unison) 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God,  

 Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father;  

 through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven,  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

  and became truly human.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

A brief silence.  



Gracious God, send your Holy Spirit great power and boldness among preachers, 

missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant Luke, 

the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of praise, from the rising of the sun to its setting, may all of creation show 

forth your goodness. Raise us up as stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of righteousness, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore 

divided nations and communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of light, we pray for everyone living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, 

or doubt and especially for all those whose names are written on our prayer list. 

Help us to take comfort that you know us and call us by name. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of truth, guide the work of justices, magistrates, court officials, attorneys, and 

all vocations of the law, that your promise of wholeness and restoration may be 

known. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so one day raise up all believers 

who have died in you. We give thanks for their witness and rejoice in the fullness of 

joy which you have promised to all who believe. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 

pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  



Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

  the LORD look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN   “For All the Saints”     vs 1 & 2  

 

 

 

 

  



THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in honor of Mary Steinert’s birthday by Christine and 

 Kevin Long. 

Chancel flowers are presented in memory of my family, parents Kermit and 

 Cathlene, sisters Jody and Kirsten, and brother Kevin, by Robin and 

 Steve Zimmerman.  

Bulletins are presented in memory of Pearl Seigfreid by daughter, Gail Wolfe. 

*******************************************************************

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (10/18/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Ron Rozansky; GREETER: Carl Heintzelman 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Sue Reier; USHER: Linda Auteri; GREETER: Greg Sklar 

ALTAR GUILD: Jean Premich and Joyce O’Rourke 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (10/25/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Deb Moyer; GREETER: Carl Heintzelman 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Jason Swick; USHER: Madelyn Knecht; GREETER: Doug Travor 

ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Miller and Connie Teter;  

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Joanne Emerich, and Barb Sterner 

******************************************************************* 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE NEWS 

Our Evangelism Committee will be featured at the Halloween parade on 

Wednesday, October 28 (with rain date of October 29th). The parade forms at 6:00 

PM and steps off at 7:00 PM. The Committee will also provide Halloween candy 

treat bags on Thursday, October 29 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM from the front of the 

church. For more information, contact any committee member or phone Connie 

Teter at 570-366-0255.  



THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, October 18 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 2:00-4:30 PM Synod Assembly via ZOOM 

Weds., October 21 6:00 PM Bell Choir 

Thursday, October 22 7:00 PM Adult Forum via ZOOM 

Friday, October 23 7:00-9:30 PM Synod Assembly via ZOOM 

Saturday, October 24 9:30-11:45 AM Synod Assembly via ZOOM 

 1:30-3:50 PM Synod Assembly via ZOOM 

 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, October 25 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

******************************************************************* 

COMMEMORATION OF LUKE, EVANGELIST: St. Luke is identified by 

tradition as the author of both Luke and Acts. The gospel of Luke is careful to place 

the events of Jesus’ life in both their social and religious contexts. Some of the most 

loved parables, including the good Samaritan and the prodigal son, are found only 

in this gospel. Luke’s gospel has also given the church some of its most beautiful 

songs: the Benedictus (Luke 1.68-79, Blessed be the Lord God…) sung at morning 

prayer, the Magnificat (Luke 1.46-55, My soul magnifies the Lord…) sung at 

evening prayer, and the Nunc dimittis (Luke 2.29-32, Lord, now you let your 

servant go in peace…) sung at the close of day. These songs are powerful witnesses 

to the message of Jesus Christ.  

******************************************************************* 

HAVE A MEMORY OR STORY TO SHARE? 

Being flexible within COVID-19 is almost becoming the norm! The STiC group 

has not been able to find a meeting day and time that suits everyone. For now, 

group members are exchanging ideas and plans via email. With the recent rise in 

reported COVID-19 cases, we are being very careful.  

 

We would like to open our email group up to everyone, so that even if you are not 

officially signed up for the group, you can still share everyone’s stories and 

memories. Think back to your earliest favorite memory from time spent out of 

doors and in a few words, share it with us. Email your story or thoughts to Sue at 

kidsingaround@comcast.net. We hope to have a storytelling event sometime in the 

future after we pass the “all clear” signal. 


