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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 
Where responses are indicated, please respond quietly. 

PRELUDE:    "A Prayer of Faith"      G. Blake  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, who 

creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us now confess our sin.  

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O Merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have walked away from you as though you did not even exist. 

We have railed against the sins of others, while ignoring our own wickedness. 

We have wrapped both our arms around our treasures,  

 and pushed away those in need. 

Humble our hearts, strip away our masks of deceit, and transform our minds, 

 so that we can return to you and find new and abundant life,  

 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Our Heavenly Father knows us better than we know ourselves, and yet he loves us. 

By the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, know that your sins are forgiven. 

Amen.  

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/


PEACE 

In Jesus Christ, God has reconciled us to himself. Let us also be reconciled to one 

another. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  #632  vs 1, 2, 3 

 

 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your 

life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is right 

and good and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  



WORD 

A Reading from Isaiah 

 1O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have 

done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you have made 

the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will 

never be rebuilt. 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless 

nations will fear you. 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy 

in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the 

blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of aliens like heat in a 

dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless 

was stilled. 

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 

food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged 

wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast 

over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death 

forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 

disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 

spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 

that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad 

and rejoice in his salvation.         (Isaiah 25:1-9) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 23 KJV (Read Responsively) 
1The Lord is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

 he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
3He restoreth my soul:  

 he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

 I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;  

 thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  

 thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

  



A Reading from Philippians 

[Paul writes:] 1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

  2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and 

I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 

beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-

workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  
9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in 

me, and the God of peace will be with you.        (Philippians 4:1-9) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Once more Jesus spoke to [the chief priests and Pharisees] in parables, 

saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 

banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the 

wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, 

‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 

my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 

banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 

business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.  



7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 

their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were 

not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 

wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 

they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 

not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the 

attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are 

chosen.”           (Matthew 22:1-14) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Lord’s My  Shepherd”   #778 vs 1 & 4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON 

  



THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Read in Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of hospitality. We pray for bishops, 

teachers, church leaders, and all children of God as they invite others to your table 

of grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Gracious host, creation waits longingly for redemption. Protect all creatures that are 

mistreated. Restore valleys, mountains, and pastures, and still and running waters. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Gracious host, you set a table in the presence of those who might harm us. Bless the 

diplomats, international peace workers, and world leaders who navigate conflict. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer.  



Gracious host, comfort those who are weary, sick, or ill. We especially pray for our 

president, the First Lady, and all who are sick because of COVID-19. We also pray 

for our friends and relatives whose names are written on our prayer list. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Gracious host, remind us how you clothe all in your mercy. We pray for ministries 

that provide needed clothing and other personal care assistance in this community. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Gracious host, we remember those who have died and are gathered to share in your 

banquet. Assure us with your presence and allow us to find comfort in your peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we 

pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

  



SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

  the LORD look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”    #873 vs 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE     "Recessional in C"    H. Wells 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************



Altar flowers are presented in loving memory of Aubrey “Bubba” Glover by 

 Tom and Gwen Wehr.  

Chancel flowers are presented in honor of our wedding anniversary, 10/11/86, 

 by Barry and Dana Jenkins.  

Bulletins are presented in honor of our wedding anniversary, 10/11/86, 

 by Barry and Dana Jenkins. 

*******************************************************************

SERVING THIS SUNDAY (10/11/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Gail Rarick; GREETER: Amy Dewald 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Chris Long; USHER: Barb Sterner; GREETER: Greg Sklar 

ALTAR GUILD: Jean Premich and Joyce O’Rourke 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam, and Diane Brobst 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (10/18/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Ron Rozansky; GREETER: Carl Heintzelman 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Julianne Schenck; USHER: Linda Auteri 

GREETER: Greg Sklar; ALTAR GUILD: Jean Premich and Joyce O’Rourke 

COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, and Pat Davis 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, October 11 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

Monday, October 12 7:00 PM Council 

Tuesday, October 13 1:00 PM WELCA at Albright’s Woods Pavilion 

Thursday, October 15 7:00 PM Adult Forum via ZOOM 

Friday, October 16 6:00-9:30 PM Synod Assembly via ZOOM 

Saturday, October 17 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, October 18 8:00 AM Worship 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 2:00-4:30 PM Synod Assembly via ZOOM 

  



WELCA 

WELCA will meet on Tuesday, October 13th at 1:00 PM at Albright's Woods 

Pavilion. In case of bad weather, we will meet in the Church Sanctuary. Your In-

Gathering offering designated for Rainbow Friends (special needs adults) and your 

regular offering will be received. 

 

 

BELL CHOIR 

Please note that the Bell Choir will not meet at the church at 6:00 PM on 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020! 

 

 

SERVICE MINISTRY TO PROVIDE BASKET FOR MDA EVENT 

Schaeffer’s Harley Davidson® of Orwigsburg, PA, will hold a “MDA Passport for 

a Cure Basket Raffle” from Friday, October 16, to Sunday, October 18, 2020, at 

Orwigsburg Veterans Community Memorial Hall, 300 Grove Street, Orwigsburg, 

PA. Visitors will be able to browse and bid on baskets on Friday, October 16 from 4 

to 8 PM, on Saturday, October 17 from 9 AM to 8 PM, and on Sunday, October 18 

from 9 AM to 2 PM. Food will be served each day and auction winners will be 

drawn on Sunday, October 18 at 2 PM. Social distancing will be observed and face 

masks are required. Our Service Ministry Committee will provide a basket 

containing gift cards for this community event. 

 

The Muscular Dystrophy Association is a nonprofit health agency dedicated to 

curing muscular dystrophy, ALS and related diseases by funding worldwide 

research. Funds raised through special events provide medical care at MDA clinics, 

summer camps for youngsters, repair and purchase of wheelchairs and other 

equipment, and many more services. MDA also funds hundreds of top scientists 

worldwide seeking treatments and cures. 
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