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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING 

Where responses are indicated, please respond quietly. 

PRELUDE   “Prelude and Fugue in C Major”    J. S. Bach 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, who 

creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us now confess our sins.  

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

O Merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have walked away from you as though you did not even exist. 

We have railed against the sins of others, while ignoring our own wickedness. 

We have wrapped both our arms around our treasures,  

 and pushed away those in need. 

Humble our hearts, strip away our masks of deceit, and transform our minds, 

 so that we can return to you and find new and abundant life,  

 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Our Heavenly Father knows us better than we know ourselves, and yet he loves us. 

By the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, know that your sins are forgiven. 

Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN  “Praise and Thanksgiving”  #689 vs 1&2 

1. Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer for all things living, you have 

made good: harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, hay from the mown fields, 

blossom and wood. 

2. God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, that with our neighbor we may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, awaken us and make us fit to serve you. Without your help, we will 

fail; keep us from all harm and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

WORD 

A Reading from Ezekiel 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, 

“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to 

turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 

require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they 

do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have 

saved your life. 

  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 

how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 

live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 

Israel?           (Ezekiel 33:7-11) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  



Psalm 119:33-40 (Responsively) 
33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 

  and I will observe it to the end. 

 34Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 

  and observe it with my whole heart. 

 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

  for I delight in it. 

 36Turn my heart to your decrees, 

  and not to selfish gain. 

 37Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 

  give me life in your ways. 

 38Confirm to your servant your promise, 

  which is for those who fear you. 

 39Turn away the disgrace that I dread, 

  for your ordinances are good. 

 40See, I have longed for your precepts; 

  in your righteousness give me life. 

 

A Reading from Romans 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 

law. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 

night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 

put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires.        (Romans 13:8-14) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

  



GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, 

you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 

along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 

three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 

the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you 

ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am there among them.”    (Matthew 18:15-20) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Built on a Rock”     #652 vs 1 

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, even when steeples are falling; crumbled 

have spires in ev'ry land, bells still are chiming and calling—calling the young and 

old to rest, calling the souls of those distressed, longing for life everlasting. 

SERMON 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Read in Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen our 

ecumenical partnerships and help us to affirm our oneness in Jesus Christ. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Teach us new ways to renew and bring life to places suffering from drought, flood, 

storms, or pollution. Help us to be good stewards of your good creation. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Open new paths toward peace and cooperation. Guide nations and their leaders 

toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Embrace the lonely and shelter all who are vulnerable. Bring healing and wholeness 

to all who suffer especially the men and women whose names are on our prayer list. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Sustain us in our work and ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love 

our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. Make us strong and 

faithful as we await that day when we too will see your salvation. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY  

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Read in Unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The banquet has been prepared. Christ gives himself as food and drink! 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
The Sacrament will be distributed by the Pastor and the Communion Assistant while the 

congregation is seated in the pews. People on the pulpit side of the nave will receive the 

Sacrament first. 

If a person wishes to receive a bread wafer, he/she will extend a hand. The Pastor will use 

small stainless-steel tongs to pick up the wafer and drop it into the person’s hand. He/she will 

then pull up his/her face mask and place the wafer in his/her mouth. After the wafer has been 

received, the Pastor will proceed to the next person in the pew.  

When the Pastor has returned to the center aisle, the Communion Assistant will go up the same 

vacant pew until he/she comes to the next person. If this person wishes to receive a cup of 

wine, he/she will extend a hand. The Communion Assistant will allow the person to pick up a 

cup from the tray. He/she will then pull up his/her face mask and drink from the cup.  

If a person seeks a blessing instead of the Sacrament, the Pastor will not make physical contact 

with the person while he gives a blessing to him/her.  

Empty cups should be placed in the plastic bags found in the pews. These bags will be removed 

from the pews after the service has ended. 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen.  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with heavenly 

food. Lead us from this place nourished and forgiven, to do what is right and good, 

following the example of our Lord and Savior, and guided by the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

  the LORD look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   #836 vs 1 

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! Hearts unfold like 

flow'rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and 

sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the 

light of day. 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE    “Psalm 100”      J. Knecht  
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
******************************************************************* 

Altar flowers are presented in honor of our daughter, Jody Mills, on her birthday, 

by Darin and Crystal Brensinger. 

Chancel flowers 

Bulletins are presented in memory of Franklin Kamp by Tina, Victoria, and 

Alexandria Spitler.  

******************************************************************* 

  



SERVING THIS SUNDAY (9/6/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers; GREETER: Ron Rozansky; COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT: TBA 

 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Bobby Schuld; USHER: Jeff Ritschel; GREETER: Greg Sklar; 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Chris Long 

ALTAR GUILD: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner 

COUNTERS: Gwen & Tom Wehr, and Glenda Bright 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/13/20) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Deb Moyer; GREETER: Ron Rozansky 

 

11:30 AM (AT ALBRIGHT’S WOODS PAVILION) 

LECTOR: Sue Schenck; USHER: Tina Butler; GREETER: Greg Sklar;  

ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright and Danielle Richards 

COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam, and Diane Brobst 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

Sunday, September 6 8:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

 10:30 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Tuesday, September 8 1:00 PM WELCA at Albright’s Woods Pavilion 

Wednesday, September 9 6:00 PM Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, September 10 7:00 PM Adult Forum via ZOOM 

  7:00 PM GWOH Preliminary packing of boxes 

Saturday, September 12 5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, September 13 8:00 AM Worship 

 11:30 AM Worship at Albright’s Woods Pavilion 

******************************************************************* 

“GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS” UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Thurs., September 10 at 7 PM: Preliminary packing of boxes. 

Thurs., September 17 at 7 PM: Final packing of boxes. 

Sun., September 20 at the 10:30 AM worship service: Distribution of boxes.  



Reverend Michael T. Petresky, Pastor    570-366-2316 Ext. 11 

    pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director        570-573-4076 

    justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff         570-366-2316 

    office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton           484-408-5152 

Karen Travor, Treasurer           570-366-8757 

     karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary         570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager        936-648-6809 

    jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

******************************************************************* 

“GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS.” 

As part of our community outreach, our congregation will collect, assemble, and 

distribute boxes of personal care items that will help our first responders: the EMS, 

the Fire Department, the Police, and the nursing home workers right here in 

Orwigsburg.  

Donations of the following items are appreciated: 

• Tea bags/Coffee (individually wrapped) 

• Lifesavers, hard candy, or dark chocolate (individually wrapped) 

• Small boxes of facial tissues 

• Small tubes of hand cream or lotion 

• Small containers of body powder (no talcum) 

• Chapstick 

• Five (5) empty upright tissue boxes 

• Notes of encouragement, inspiration, or humor (paper will be provided) 

• Homemade, non-refrigerable baked goods (no nuts)  

• Decks of cards (for those who wait for calls) 

• Kerchiefs  

• Ear buds (they wear out quickly) 

• Sport headbands (terry cloth) or inexpensive visors 

• Lavender sachets 

Please bring one or more items noted above when you come to worship or drop 

them off in the narthex during regular office hours by Sunday, September 13, 2020.  

mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org


OUTDOOR WORSHIP – PICNIC CANCELLATION 

Next Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 11:30 AM, all members and guests are invited 

to share in-person worship outdoors at the pavilion in Albright’s Woods (weather 

permitting). Social distancing will be observed, and face masks are encouraged, but 

not required. However, some members may choose to wear a face mask. Please 

bring a comfortable lawn chair and enjoy our worship.  

 

Unfortunately, our Church Picnic, which was scheduled to follow our outdoor 

worship service, has been cancelled. Several of our members have indicated that 

they would be uncomfortable participating in “shared” meal at this time. Our 

apologies for this late notice. 

 

 

HARVEST HOME 

During Harvest Home weekend each year, we bring a portion of the bounty which 

God has given us to share with our neighbors who are hungry. This year, Harvest 

Home will be observed at our 5:30 PM worship on Saturday, September 19, 2020, 

and at our 8:00 and 10:30 AM services on Sunday, September 20, 2020. 

 

Donations of basic non-perishable food items like cereals, canned fruit, canned 

vegetables, soups, pastas, rice, beans, peanut butter, tuna fish, spaghetti (or tomato) 

sauce, etc., are needed now. Monetary donations are also appreciated. All food item 

and donations will go to support our local Food Pantry.  

 

Please bring your non-perishable food items with you when you come to church or 

drop them off in our narthex during regular church office hours. 

 

 

WELCA 

St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA will meet at Albright’s Woods Pavilion on 

September 8th at 1 PM. All women welcome! Look for details in the September 

newsletter. 

 

 

 



STiC 

We will be sure to keep everyone notified of local conservancy and other agency 

activities as soon as possible in bulletins, announcements, and possibly posters. In 

the meantime, let's plan to meet on Thursday, September 24 at 7:00 PM., just to see 

how creative we can be in designing some plans for the future. 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

Surely we remember Kathy Couch with her marvelous commitment of faith which 

last year reminded us that this outreach is not simply from a committee or two but 

from the whole body…everyone!!!! It surely made a lasting impression on us. 

Another wise person pointed out that perhaps we need to remember that we  

are ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS! No matter your place in life, there is some talent 

or gift you can bring to this project.  

With that in mind, take another look at your bulletins and read about the upcoming 

opportunities we have to create packages of support and sustenance for those who 

are our front line workers.  Every day they face unknown recurrences of the 

COVID-19 outbreak with hope for relief but nothing known for sure. There are 

opportunities for writing, painting, decorating, shopping, baking, sewing and, yes, 

gardening. If you happen to have lavender in your garden and can share several 

stems, bring them to church to dry in the designated lavender basket. We can make 

them into sachets, the aroma of which is definitely a soothing agent after a harried 

day…or even before.   

And then there is your presence.  Yes, your simple commitment to “show up” on 

September 20th at our 10:30 AM worship and give recognition and appreciation for 

our EMS, Police, Fire Department, and nursing home staff is a gift you can share. 

We will be sure to follow safety guidelines at all our gatherings, so come on out! 

We are all essential! 

~Sue Reier and Tina Butler 

 


