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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

As we give thanks to God for the liberty and 

freedom we enjoy as Americans, let us also give 

serious thought to what we can and should do -- as 

Christians.  

In his letter to the church in Galatia, St. Paul wrote: 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and 

sisters, only do not use your freedom for self-

indulgence, but through love become slaves to 

one another. For the whole law is summed up in 

a single commandment, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” Galatians 5:13-14 

In “On the Freedom of a Christian” (sometimes 

also called “A Treatise on Christian Liberty”), 

Martin Luther explored the concept that as fully 

forgiven children of God, Christians are no longer 

compelled to keep God's law in order to be justified. 

However, they freely and willingly serve God and 

their neighbors because in Christ Jesus, they are 

justified before God. 

In the treatise, Luther stated, "A Christian is a 

perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A 

Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject 

to all." 

As we give thanks to God for our liberties and 

freedoms and all the blessings we too often take for 

granted here in the United States, let us also strive 

to love each and every neighbor as we love 

ourselves!  

In love, there is freedom. And love of our neighbor 

is the best way to bear witness to our faith and give 

thanks to the God who is the source of all that is 

good.                                                       Peace to all! 

Pastor Mike 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP PLANNED 
 

On Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 4 PM, all members are 

invited to share in-person worship outdoors at the 

pavilion in Albright’s Woods (weather permitting). 

Social distancing will be observed, but face masks 

are not required. However, some members may 

choose to wear a face mask. Please bring a 

comfortable lawn chair and enjoy our worship. 

 

 

WHERE DID IT GO? 
 

Our church flower and bulletin binder has been 

removed from the gathering place along with sign-

up sheets as part of COVID-19 precautions.  

 

If you would like to donate altar or chancel flowers 

or give a donation towards our church bulletins, 

please call our church office at 570-366-2316, 

Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 1 PM.  

 

Please contact the chairperson of your committee or 

group regarding sign-up sheets for up-coming 

events or activities. 

 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

 

Our annual church picnic has been tentatively 

scheduled for Sunday, September 13th, 2020, at the 

Albright's Woods Community Picnic Grove at 12 

Noon. Time flies, so mark your calendars now! 
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ONLINE GIVING 
 

The mission and ministry of St. Paul’s continues 

amid the coronavirus pandemic.  You can still 

support St. Paul’s by sending your offerings to the 

church by check through the US Mail OR give to 

St. Paul’s securely online. Here’s how to do that: 

• Go to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

• From the home page, click the Online Giving 

tab at the top of the screen. 

• A Give Now box will appear on your screen. 

• Select General Fund from the menu. 

• Keep One Time selected (or create a secure 

account to set up reoccurring payments) 

• Enter the dollar amount you’d like to give with 

NO decimals. 

• Click Add Donation. 

• Click Next, then enter your Name, Address, and 

Credit/Debit Card information. 

Optional items:  

To receive an emailed receipt, check the box 

and enter your email address. 

To help offset the online processing 

fees, check the box. 

• Click Donate Now to complete your 

transaction.  You will receive a confirmation 

number.   

Thank you for your continuing generosity! Your 

kindness makes it possible for us to continue our 

sharing of the Gospel and reaching out to others 

with the love of Christ! 

 

 

REMINDER 

Please remember that our worship service 
on Sunday, July 5, 2020 at 9:30 AM is for 
members whose last names begin with 
“M through Z.”  

We welcome all members to our outdoor 
worship service at Albright’s Woods 
Pavilion at 4 PM on Sunday, July 12, 2020! 

 

 

CLICK. LIKE. SHARE. 
 

Social Media Ministry Monthly News 

Jessica Swick 

936-648-6809 (cell) 

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Greetings, St. Paul’s! We had another fantastic 

month ONLINE in June! We are now up to 325 

Facebook Page Likes & 347 Facebook Followers as 

of June 20th! WOW! 

 

It’s exciting that we are starting to go back to in-

person worship, but don’t worry, the ONLINE 

WORSHIP videos will continue to be offered at 

least through the end of August. Please continue to 

SHARE them! Thank you for all of the positive 

feedback and moral support as we have navigated 

through a whole new way of worshiping. I’m 

especially grateful to all those who helped make 

these videos meaningful by being in them. It’s no 

easy task to be recorded, and I’m grateful for all 

those who participated (and are continuing to 

participate) in any way!  

 

How I share them will be slightly different now that 

we are back to in person worship. The videos will 

continue to be available on the website and 

YouTube by Saturday morning to be watched 

anytime, but the premiere on Facebook will be 

happening at the same time as our IN-PERSON 

worship (in most cases) by being premiered at 9:30 

AM each Sunday. (This was announced on 

Facebook, and it began with our June 28, 2020 

Service.) This way, whether you participate online 

through Facebook or in person, we can be 

worshiping together at the same time while apart.  

 

Although the details of it are uncertain, we still plan 

to hold our annual Blessing of the Backpacks and 

Connect Event on August 23, 2020 at 9:30 AM. 

Please pencil in the date and be on the lookout for 

more information!  

 

Have a great month and remember to  

CLICK, LIKE and SHARE 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS 
 

Thank you for the personal items and school 

supplies which were to be taken to the North 

Eastern PA WELCA Spring Justice Retreat. Since 

the retreat was canceled, however, these items were 

donated to Orwigsburg Manor for their activities 

program and for their residents' use. 

 

Seafarers International, which has a local base in 

Philadelphia and is supported by the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, is a group which St. 

Paul's Women continue to support. Seafarers 

International has encouraged the knitting and the 

crocheting of hats and scarves for their "Christmas-

At-Sea" project. If you would like to participate or 

purchase these items, they will be collected by our 

group prior to December 2020. Further details will 

follow once we are able to have our meetings. The 

Seafarers brochure is on the WELCA bulletin 

board. 

 

During this difficult time in our country, we can do 

several positive things: 

1.  Be sure to think of others and pray for those who 

are caregivers, those who have lost their jobs, those 

who are having difficulty providing for their 

families, those who are lonely and sick, and 

especially those who have experienced loss of 

family or friends. 

2.  Call someone who may need to hear a caring 

voice or need "a listening ear." 

3.  Send a card to someone you know to lift his or 

her spirits. 

4.  Trust in our God who is the very present help in 

time of trouble and pray for the peace which only 

He can give. 

 

 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

JULY 5: Greeter - Gail Rarick 

 Usher - Greg Sklar 

JULY 12: Greeter – Karen Travor 

 Usher – Doug Travor 

JULY 19: Greeter – Juli Schenck 

 Usher – Tina Butler 

JULY 26: Greeter – Mary Timpany 

 Usher – Deb Bolinsky 

ONLINE WORSHIP VIDEOS 

 

Please continue to watch our online worship videos. 

These videos will be available by Saturday morning 

each week.  

Before you watch, make sure the volume on your 

device (computer, smart phone, or tablet) is turned 

up for the best audio experience.  

To access an online worship video: 

• Go to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

• From the Sermons, Bulletins & Newsletters tab, 

click on Sermons & Weekly Bulletins. 

• The most current video available will be at the 

top of the list.  

• Click View to watch the pre-recorded video.  

• You can also go to YouTube directly and search 

for “St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Orwigsburg, 

PA.” 

 

 

ADULT FORUM 
 

Adult Forum continues to meet via ZOOM on 

Wednesday evenings beginning at 7 PM. If you 

would like to join us, please let the office know, call 

Barbara Lafko at 570-366-1208, or e-mail her at 

bjlafko@yahoo.com for meeting ZOOM 

information. 

 

In September, we will begin a study of the Apostle 

Paul. If you would like to join the group, please let 

Barbara know by August 3, 2020, so resource 

materials can be ordered for you. Thank you. 

 

 

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC 
 

The Evangelism Committee would like to have a 

progressive picnic on Saturday, August 8th from 6 

to 9 PM. The picnic is a tentative event depending 

on the virus situation in August. Three host homes 

are needed.  The first home for appetizers, a second 

home for hot dogs, hamburgers, and salads, and a 

third home for desserts. Anyone wishing to host 

and/or plans to attend should let the committee 

know by calling the church office. There WILL 

NOT be a signup sheet at the Gathering Place. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Hello all at St. Paul's! Here's a note to say we hope 

that you are safe and well! We church library mice 

have been looking on the shelves for some good 

thoughts to share during this difficult time. Herman, 

Lucy, and I found these quotations in a book called 

BE STRONG by Elizabeth Day Douglas and Judy 

Dunn. We hope when you read them they will lift 

your spirits and help you have a happy day! 

 

You gain strength, courage, and confidence by 

every experience in which you really stop to look 

fear in the face. You are able to say to yourself, "I 

have lived through this horror. I can take the next 

thing that comes along." You must do the thing you 

think you cannot do.                     Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

Bear with all, even as the Lord does with you. 

Support all in love.                St. Ignatius of Antioch 

 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help 

in trouble.                                                 Psalm 46:1 

 

God does not lead His children around hardship, but 

leads them straight through hardship. But He leads! 

And amidst the hardship, He is nearer to them than 

ever before.                                           Otto Dibelius 

 

O Lord whose way is perfect, help us, we pray 

always to trust in your goodness, that walking with 

you and following you in all simplicity, we may 

possess quiet and contented minds and may cast all 

our care on you, who cares for us. Grant this, O 

Lord, for your dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ. 

                                                       Christina Rossetti 

 

God bless you all and give you His peace during the 

rest of the summer. 

                                        Melvin, Herman, and Lucy 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

JULY 5 & 12: Joyce O’Rourke & Jean Premich 

JULY 19 & 26: Barb Lafko & Beth Post 

 

STEWARDSHIP IN CREATION - STiC 
 

Since Schuylkill County is now officially green 

(especially great for earth-minded folks!), we are 

going to start meeting again on Thursday, July 9 at 

6:30 PM. Of course, we will be observing health 

guidelines. In the meantime, check out NEPA 

Synod’s set of task forces: they have just created 

one called Creation Care. I have responded to their 

contact in hopes that we can build a working 

liaison. Bring ideas to our meeting for any events or 

activities; it may look a lot different than that to 

which we are accustomed….but we can be creative. 

Let’s meet at Albright’s Woods if the weather 

cooperates!!!                                              Sue Reier 

 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS! 
 

Our Council has wisely declined an activity in 

Memorial Hall. Even by September, we won’t know 

what the status will be with people roaming freely 

in a closed space, or if there will be resurgence of 

illness may alter our status. A small cluster of us 

met briefly to brainstorm ideas for GWOH. We’re 

taking any and all ideas for a day of service; I even 

spoke with Kathy Couch in Kansas.  

 

In order to plan fully and effectively, we’re 

requesting that any and all interested persons to 

meet at church on Monday July 6, at 7 PM. We will 

need representatives from the men’s group, 

evangelism, WELCA, and from anyone interested. 

A decision needs to be made and then presented to 

Council. Many hands will make light work! 

                                                                    Sue Reier 

 

COUNTERS 
 

JULY 5: Tom Wehr, Gwen Wehr, & Glenda Bright 

JULY 12: Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam, & 

 Diane Brobst 

JULY 19: Joyce O’Rourke & Gloria  Dierwechter 

JULY 26: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, & Joanne 

 Emerich 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 1. Christian Muntone, Phoebe Glenn 

 4. Sue Kane 

 5. Kristen Cunningham 

 7. Beth Webber, Sandy Spotts, Melissa Hartman 

 8. Morgan Myers, Taylor Beach 

 9. Jeffrey Kline III 

10. Russell Teter 

11. Dana Jenkins, Ross Myers, Ken Miller III 

12. Lil Dewald, Karl Kunkel, Kevin Riotto, Caitlin 

Shoener, Bode Hinnershitz 

14. Bill Moyer 

17. Katie Zehner, Beth Krause 

18. Jill Krewson, Elaine Kamp, Jessica Swick  

19. Grace Krewson 

20. Nancy Sterner, Nevaeh Houck, Brooke Eschbach 

22. Gladys Santee, Ruth Ann Withers,  

Dave Krewson, Earl Fuller 

24. Vickie Folk, Barbara Hinnershitz 

25. James Lengel, Jeff Ritschel, Sr. 

26. Ivan Leymeister 

29. Tamara Tomko 

30. Kevin Kramer, Sonny Teter, Christian Keener, 

Janice Snyder 

31. Samantha Clarke 

 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 5. Ned & Nan Eisenhuth 

10. Kent & Beverly Eisenhuth 

12. Robert & Sharon Otstott 

20. Rich & Tracey Kemp 

22. Greg & Tonya Shappell 

 

 

A REASON TO CELEBRATE! 
 

Independence Day (The Fourth of July) is a federal 

holiday commemorating the Declaration of 

Independence on July 4, 1776. On July 2, 1776, the 

Continental Congress declared that the American 

colonies were no longer subject to King George III 

of Britain, and were now united, free, and 

independent states. However, their declaration was 

not formally approved until July 4, 1776. 
Summarized from Wikipedia article 

 

JULY FLOWERS 

 

JULY 5 

Altar: In memory of Willard Kramer by the Lafko 

family. 

Chancel: In honor of all veterans by the 

Richards/Dixon families. 

 

JULY 12 

Altar: In memory of Lena Ruff from her family. 

Chancel: In honor of our daughter, Alexandria 

Spitler, by Tina and Scott Butler. 

 

JULY 19 

Altar: In memory of Guy and Frances Lengel by 

James Lengel and family. 

Chancel: In memory of G. Roger Lengel and John 

A. Lengel by brother James Lengel and 

family. 

 

JULY 26 

Altar: In memory of my parents’ anniversary, 

7/20/34, and Duke’s and my anniversary, 

7/31/80, by Sue Schenck. 

Chancel: In memory of Charles A. Pitts, Jr. on his 

birthday by Wayne and Ruth Ann Withers. 

 

 

JULY BULLETINS 
 

JULY 5 

In memory of our grandparents, William R. 

and Lottie Lengel by the James Lengel 

Family. 

JULY 12 

In memory of family by Kathy Miller and 

 Dale Strouse. 

JULY 19 

In honor of our granddaughter Kelsey 

Marie’s 6th birthday by Darin and Crystal 

Brensinger. 

JULY 26 

In honor of Nathaniel D. Dixon’s 20th 

birthday by grandparents, Stu and Danielle 

Richards 
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UP-COMING WORSHIP! 
 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 at 9:30 AM - We continue to 

gather for in-person worship. All members who 

have a last name beginning with “M through Z” 

may attend. 

 

Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 4 PM – We share in-

person worship outdoors at the pavilion in 

Albright’s Woods. All members may attend. Please 

bring a lawn chair. 

 

Sunday, July 19, 2020 at 9:30 AM - We gather for 

in-person worship. All members may attend.  

 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 at 9:30 AM - We gather for 

in-person worship. All members may attend.  

 

Our return to in-person worship plan is described in 

our June Newsletter. Please read our plan before 

you return to worship.  

 

If you have a question about our return to in-person 

worship plan or need a personal accommodation, 

please call our church office Monday through 

Friday from 10 AM to 1 PM at 570-366-2316 or 

contact Pastor Mike at 717-649-3532. 

 

 

IF YOU ARE NOT HAPPY…. 
 

Well, I’m not happy, either. I wish being in “green” 

meant COVID-19 was gone forever, and we could 

simply return to “normal.” It doesn’t. In fact, there 

is good reason to believe that even though many 

businesses are finally reopening, COVID-19 will 

continue to sicken more people and cause many 

more to die before it is finally beaten.  

 

The good news is, to quote British Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill, “Now this is not the end. It is 

not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, 

the end of the beginning.” We have endured and we 

will continue to endure. 

 

Let us focus our attention on the safety of our 

members and our neighbors and continue to 

persevere by doing what is right and good. And God 

will bless us abundantly.                        Peace to all! 

Pastor Mike 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Dr. Mark Travor graduated from Columbia 

University College of Physicians & Surgeons. He 

will begin his Residency in Ophthalmology at 

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in New 

Hampshire. 

 

Stephanie Harding graduated from Penn State 

University with a BS degree in Nursing.  She will 

begin working at Hershey Medical Center. 

 

Emily Zehner graduated from the University of 

Scranton with a BS degree in Biology with a 

concentration in Ecology. She plans on working in 

the educational department at the Dolphin Research 

Center in Grassy Key, FL. 

 

Courtney Dukmen graduated from Lock Haven 

University a semester early!. She is currently 

working towards a Master’s Degree at Lock Haven 

University and will then attend dental school. 

 

Alyssa Sklar graduated from DePaul University 

with a BS degree in Geography with a concentration 

in GIS.  She will attend the University of Michigan 

for a Master’s Degree. 

 

Meredith Krewson graduated from Muhlenberg 

College with a BS degree in Biology and Dance 

with a concentration in Dance Science. She will 

take a gap year, hopefully to work with City Year 

Philadelphia ,and then apply to a Nurse Practitioner 

or a Physician Assistant Program. 

 

Alexander Sklar graduated from Lock Haven 

University with a Master’s Degree in Sports 

Science. He will seek employment in the field of 

Sports Administration. 

 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the 

beauty of their dreams.”           Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

Hats off to our recent graduates! May God bless 

you and guide you in all your future endeavors. 

 

 
 



7 

JULY 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

2 3 4 

INDEPENDENCE 

DAY HOLIDAY 

5 

Worship at 9:30 

AM (Last Name M 

through Z Only) 

 

6 

“God’s Work.  

Our Hands” at 7 PM 

7 8 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

9 

STiC at 6:30 PM 

10 11 

12 

Worship at 4 PM at 

Albright’s Woods 

Pavilion -  

Everyone may 

attend 

13 

Council at 7 PM 

14 

 

15 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

16 17 18 

19 

Worship at 9:30 

AM – Everyone 

may attend 

20 21 22 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

 

23  24 25 

20 

Worship at 9:30 

AM – Everyone 

may attend  

27 28 29 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

30 31  

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls- orwigsburg.org 
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JULY 2020 

 

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO BOX 156 

ORWIGSBURG, PA 17961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AT ALBRIGHT’S WOODS PAVILION ON SUNDAY, JULY 12, AT 4 PM 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! PLEASE BRING A LAWN CHAIR! 

 

Visit our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg 

Call the church office: 570-366-2316 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Pottsville, PA 
17901 
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