
1 

St. Paul’s News 
August 2020 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 156, 215 North Warren Street 

Orwigsburg, PA 17961 

Office: 570-366-2316 

Fax: 570-366-7357 

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

Our 5:30 PM Saturday worship service will return 

on Saturday, August 1, 2020. Our COVID-19 

precautions for Sunday worship will apply except 

that seating for worship will be limited to 

designated locations near the chancel. 

 

More good news! Beginning Sunday, August 2, 

2020, lectors will read the lessons and share the 

Prayers of Intercession at the 9:30 AM Sunday 

worship service. 

 

We will also host our annual “Blessing of the 

Backpacks,” on Sunday, August 23, 2020, at the 

9:30 AM worship service. Join us as we send God’s 

blessings to students, teachers, support staff, 

administrators, and school board members. 

 

Although this has not been finalized, we hope to 

return to our regular schedule of Sunday worship 

(that is, with an 8:00 AM and a 10:30 AM Sunday 

worship service) on Sunday, September 6, 2020. 

Please see our September newsletter. 

 

Finally, keep your chin up. Make the most of the 

end of summer. Look forward to the beginning of 

fall. When you are angry or frustrated, don’t say 

something that you really don’t mean. Patience, 

endurance, and good old-fashioned Pennsylvania 

German “stick-to-itiveness” in doing what is right 

and good are needed now! And yes, wear a mask. 

Encourage others to do the same. This is not about 

personal rights. This is about loving other people as 

God in Christ Jesus continues to love us! 

 

May God Bless Us and Keep Us in His Care! 

Pastor Mike 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & PICNIC 
 

On Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 11:30 AM, all 

members and visitors are invited to share in-person 

worship outdoors at the pavilion in Albright’s 

Woods (weather permitting). Social distancing will 

be observed, and face masks are encouraged, but 

not required. However, some members may choose 

to wear a face mask. Please bring a comfortable 

lawn chair and enjoy our worship.  

 

Following our worship service, we will hold our 

annual Church Picnic. The Evangelism Committee 

will host this event and they promise that there will 

be free hot dogs for all who attend. Covered dish 

items and desserts to share are much appreciated. 

Please call the church office at 570-366-2316 if you 

are interested in attending this event. Time flies, so 

mark your calendars now! 

 

 

PROGRESSIVE PICNIC 

 
The Evangelism Committee would like to have a 

progressive picnic on Saturday, August 8, 2020, 

from 6 to 9 PM. The picnic is a tentative event 

depending on the virus situation in August. Three 

host homes are needed.  The first home for 

appetizers, a second home for hot dogs, 

hamburgers, and salads, and a third home for 

desserts. Anyone wishing to host and/or plans to 

attend should let the committee know by calling the 

church office. There WILL NOT be a signup sheet 

at the Gathering Place. 
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MISSING BINDER 

AND SIGN-UP SHEETS? 
 

Our church flower and bulletin binder has been 

removed from the gathering place along with sign-

up sheets as part of COVID-19 precautions.  

 

If you would like to donate altar or chancel flowers 

or give a donation towards our church bulletins, 

please call our church office at 570-366-2316, 

Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 1 PM.  

 

Please contact the chairperson of your committee or 

group regarding sign-up sheets for up-coming 

events or activities. 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

The mission and ministry of St. Paul’s continues 

amid the coronavirus pandemic.  You can still 

support St. Paul’s by sending your offerings to the 

church by check through the US Mail OR give to 

St. Paul’s securely online. Here’s how to do that: 

• Go to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

• From the home page, click the Online Giving 

tab at the top of the screen. 

• A Give Now box will appear on your screen. 

• Select General Fund from the menu. 

• Keep One Time selected (or create a secure 

account to set up reoccurring payments) 

• Enter the dollar amount you’d like to give with 

NO decimals. 

• Click Add Donation. 

• Click Next, then enter your Name, Address, and 

Credit/Debit Card information. 

Optional items:  

To receive an emailed receipt, check the box 

and enter your email address. 

To help offset the online processing 

fees, check the box. 

• Click Donate Now to complete your 

transaction.  You will receive a confirmation 

number.   

Thank you for your continuing generosity! Your 

kindness makes it possible for us to continue our 

sharing of the Gospel and reaching out to others 

with the love of Christ! 

 

 

PLEASE CALL THE OUR OFFICE 
 

… if you or a loved one are (or plan to be) 

admitted to the hospital 

… if your address or phone number changes 

… if you want to donate flowers or bulletins 

… if you know of a situation  

where the church can help to someone in need 

… if you have a question about 

what the church is doing 

… if you would like to talk to the Pastor 

… if you want to be more active 

in the life of the church. 

 

Help St. Paul’s to be a blessing to our members, our 

neighbors, and our nation as we share the good 

news of the Gospel and the love of God with folks 

near and far! 

 

 

HOME-BOUND MEMBERS, 

COLLEGE STUDENTS, AND 

MILITARY PERSONNEL 
 

The Evangelism Committee would like to continue 

sending cards to lift the spirits of our home-bound, 

college students, and military personnel.  

 

Please call Connie Teter (at 570-366-0255), contact 

Pastor Mike, or speak to a member of the 

Evangelism Committee with any new names and 

addresses as well as any changes or addresses. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS NEWLY-WEDS! 
 

Congratulations to Jeremy M. Houser and Rebecca 

A. Paroby of La Grange, NC, who were joined in 

the bonds of Holy Matrimony at St. Paul’s on 

Saturday, July 11, 2020. May God bless you as you 

start a new life together -- as husband and wife! 
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CLICK. LIKE. SHARE. 
 

Social Media Ministry Monthly News 

Jessica Swick 

936-648-6809 (cell) 

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Greetings St. Paul’s! Our online worship continues 

to be a blessing to many! Six videos (four worship 

videos, a highlight video from our outdoor worship, 

and a LIVE Facebook video of the congregation 

joyfully singing at Albright’s Woods) were shared 

during July. People are continuing to watch and 

engage, and I appreciate all the kind messages and 

comments. As a reminder, videos are available on 

our website and YouTube channel by Saturday at 9 

AM and they are posted to Facebook on Sunday 

morning at 9:30 AM.  

 

On March 21, 2020, a friend of mine reached out 

with an idea to spread inspiration and unity without 

having to go shopping or spend a lot of money. The 

idea was to spread HOPE, by creating something to 

hang in the window of your home with one word, 

HOPE, visible to those that might pass by. Our 

family created our hope sign and it’s been hanging 

in the front window of our house since March 22. 

It’s a little more faded than it was then, but it still 

continues to catch my eye when I least expect it and 

provide a much-needed reminder that there is 

always hope. On Tuesdays and Thursdays in 

August, I’m going start a “Signs of Hope” 

campaign on Facebook. Look for pictures of St. 

Paul’s and comment with your own pictures or 

messages, so that we can all remember that we are 

united in hope.  

 

Our annual blessing of the backpacks and connect 

event will be held on August 23, 2020 at 9:30 AM. 

Bring your backpacks, technology, and school 

supplies to church for a blessing. While so much is 

still uncertain with what school will look like for 

the upcoming year, let us pray for and provide 

encouraging support for our students, parents and 

teachers. 

 
 
Have a great month and remember to  

CLICK, LIKE and SHARE. 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
 

Because of the COVID-19 we continue a "wait & 

see" mode before we schedule any upcoming 

meetings. Please continue to save your coins, etc. 

for our “In-Gathering” offering designated for the 

Orwigsburg Food Pantry. 

 

The Schuylkill District of WELCA has cancelled 

plans for a Fall Cluster event. 

 

We at St. Paul's will continue to do our best to host 

the Spring Cluster event. 

 

 

“GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” 
 

In lieu of holding a community health fair, and in 

response to the repeating waves of COVID-19 

infections, our congregation will be assembling 

large boxes of personal care items that will help our 

first responders: the EMS, the Fire Department, the 

Police, and the nursing home workers right here in 

Orwigsburg. These people are working ceaselessly 

to help us and keep us safe and they need pick-me-

ups and reminders about how much they are truly 

appreciated! 

 

Donations of the following items are appreciated: 

• Bottles of Gatorade or vitamin water 

• Packages of chewing gum, granola bars, hard 

candy, or dark chocolate (individually wrapped) 

• Small boxes of facial tissues 

• Small tubes of hand cream or lotion 

• Notes of encouragement, inspiration, or humor 

• Homemade baked goods which do not need 

refrigeration (no nuts) (in early September) 

• Decks of cards (for those who wait for calls) 

• Small containers of body powder (no talcum) 

• Kerchiefs  

• Ear buds (they wear out quickly) 

• Sport headbands (terry cloth) 

• Inexpensive visors 

 

Please bring one or more items noted above when 

you come to worship or drop them off in the narthex 

during regular office hours. Help our first line 

responders as they continue to risk their lives for us 

and our whole community!  
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ONLINE WORSHIP VIDEOS 

 

Please continue to watch our online worship videos. 

These videos will be available by Saturday morning 

each week.  

Before you watch, make sure the volume on your 

device (computer, smart phone, or tablet) is turned 

up for the best audio experience.  

To access an online worship video: 

• Go to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

• From the Sermons, Bulletins & Newsletters tab, 

click on Sermons & Weekly Bulletins. 

• The most current video available will be at the 

top of the list.  

• Click View to watch the pre-recorded video.  

• You can also go to YouTube directly and search 

for “St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Orwigsburg, 

PA.” 

 

 

ADULT FORUM 
 

ZOOM Adult Forum meetings continue for Adult 

Forum throughout this summer. If you would like to 

join us on a Wednesday night at 7 PM, please 

contact the office, call Barbara Lafko at 570-366-

1208, or e-mail bjlafko@yahoo.com for the ZOOM 

meeting information. 

 

Beginning in September, Adult Forum will begin a 

study of the Apostle Paul. If you would like to join 

that group discussion, please contact Barbara Lafko 

by August 7th. so that resource materials can be 

ordered for you. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP IN CREATION 
 

STiC will schedule meetings for September when 

most people are back from their vacations, and 

when we hope to have a better handle on health 

issues. In the meantime, please take advantage of 

the local Schuylkill River Trail Bartram section in 

Landingville, PA. It’s shady and a level walk, and 

achievable in small sections! If you are not sure 

where to find the trailhead for parking, give Sue 

Reier a call (570-617-3741) and she’ll be glad to 

come along! 

FLOWERS AND BULLETINS UPDATE 
 

All of our flower and bulletin donors have now 

been contacted, and I've been able to move their 

purchases to other dates.  We had only two requests 

for refunds!  The green book is now in the church 

office, but you may still place your payments in an 

envelope in the plate under the bulletin board in the 

Gathering Room.  I'll mark you paid and make sure 

both Juli and Wayne know! 

Thank you, Sue Schenck 

 

 

A PRAYER IN LIGHT OF 

THE SPREAD OF 

THE COVID-19 VIRUS 
 

Ever-present God, 

You are the giver of all life, and you know 

what we need even before we ask.  During 

this time of uncertainty, fear, and 

precaution, let your Spirit of wholeness and 

health fall fresh upon your people.  Sustain all 

health care providers and first responders as 

they care for those who are ill.  Give wisdom 

and insight to researchers who seek medical 

solutions for this virus. Provide for those 

families, businesses, and institutions who are 

financially impacted during this time of 

caution.  Give comfort to those who are 

quarantined or isolated. Give courage to 

college and school administrators, 

educators, students, and families as they 

adapt to this new reality. And call anew your 

church to love both you and our neighbors in 

new and faithful ways.  We trust and know 

that you hear our prayer, and will provide, 

because of your self-giving love in Jesus. It is 

in his name that we pray.  

Amen.  

mailto:bjlafko@yahoo.com


5 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 3. Thomas Wagner 

 4. Colin Kane 

 5. Dawn Leibold, Bill Tihansky 

 6. Candice Schuld 

 7. Jeremy Houser 

 8. Diane Madeira, Deb Maurer 

 9. Loretta Leymeister, Rebecca Wehr Miller 

10. Stuart Blair 

11. Mark Herb, Debra Trubilla, Kayleigh Elser,   

Sarah Davenport 

12. Leona Yeager, Deric Mosher 

14. Dakota Butler, Patrick Direnzo 

15. Diane Long, Tyler Post 

16. David Kaiser, James Riotto, Logan Shoener 

17. Emily Zehner 

19. Rachel Burke 

20. Lucas Shoener, Alicia Kunkel 

21. Barbara Sterner, Sharon Otstott, Sherri Yorski, 

Courtney Dukmen 

23. Steven Mintz, Lynn Smith, Shirley Correll, 

Carol Heydt 

24. Crystal Brensinger, Ned Eisenhuth 

25. Cole Rarick, Sydney Riegel, Jayce Pelletier 

27. Ashley Keyworth, Christine Hylan, 

 Gabrielle Krause 

28. Linda Frampton 

31. Jennifer Correll 

 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 2. Dean & Janet Geist, David & Cheryl Witman, 

Nicholas & Shannon Rogers 

 3. Evan & Pat Davis 

 7. Tim & Marissa Horbal, Joe & Darcy Medica 

 9. Andrew & Erin Winkel 

10. Mike & Barbara Barner  

13. Tom & Gwen Wehr, David & Jill Krewson, 

 Doug & Marcy Hinnershitz 

14. Bob & Linda Frampton, Rob & Sue Reier 

15. Larry & Joyce O’Rourke 

19. Bill & Cindy Moyer 

20. Pastor Mike & Sue Petresky 

 

AUGUST FLOWER SPONSORS 

 

AUGUST 2 

Altar Flowers: Presented in memory of parents, Guy 

 and Frances Lengel, by son, James Lengel. 

Chancel Flowers: Presented in honor of our 

 daughter, Victoria Spitler, by Scott and Tina 

 Butler. 

 

AUGUST 9 

Altar Flowers: Presented in loving memory of 

 Herbert Steinert by daughter, Christine Long, 

 and grandson, Kevin Long. 

Chancel Flowers: Presented in honor of James P. 

 Withers, by Wayne and Ruth Ann Withers. 

 

AUGUST 16 

Altar Flowers: Presented in memory of my brother 

 Buck and in honor of my sister-in-law Irene 

 on the anniversary of their wedding day, 

 16 August 1958. 

Chancel Flowers: OPEN 

 

AUGUST 23 

Altar Flowers: Presented in honor of Cole Rarick’s 

 birthday by his parents, Jeff and Gail. 

Chancel Flowers: Presented in memory of Frances 

 E. Pitts by Wayne and Ruth Ann Withers. 

 

AUGUST 30 

Altar Flowers: Presented in honor of my 

 grandchildren, Isabella and Xavier, by Barbara 

 Lafko. 

Chancel Flowers: Presented in honor of my 

 daughter Crystal Brensinger on her birthday by  

      her mother, Nancy Kaiser. 

 

 

AUGUST BULLETIN SPONSORS 
 

AUGUST 2: Presented in memory of Russell Carl 

 Zehner by Sonny and Connie Teter. 

AUGUST 9: OPEN 

AUGUST 16: OPEN 

AUGUST 23: Presented in honor of our grandson 

 Harrison Kyle’s 6th birthday by Darin and 

 Crystal Brensinger. 

AUGUST 30: OPEN  
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AUGUST SERVICE SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY 9:30 AM WORSHIP 
 

GREETERS & USHERS 

AUGUST 2: Greeter – Juli Schenck 

          Usher – Mary Timpany 

AUGUST 9: Greeter – Doug Travor 

          Usher – Karen Travor 

AUGUST 16: Greeter – Tina Butler 

            Usher – TBA 

AUGUST 23: Greeter – Gail Rarick  

            Usher – Deb Bolinsky 

AUGUST 30: Greeter – Gail Rarick 

            Usher – TBA 

 

LECTORS 

AUGUST 2: Jeff Ritschel 

AUGUST 9: Wayne Lutsey 

AUGUST 16: Tom Wehr 

AUGUST 23: Deb Bolinsky 

AUGUST 30: Gail Rarick 

 

COUNTERS 

AUGUST 2: Gwen & Tom Wehr, and  

Glenda Bright 

AUGUST 9: Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam, and 

Diane Brobst 

AUGUST 16: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter, 

and Pat Davis 

AUGUST 23: Connie Teter, Joann Emerich, and 

Barb Sterner 

AUGUST 30: Connie Teter, Barb Sterner, and 

Glenda Bright 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

AUGUST 2 & 9: Hope Clarke and Madelyn Knecht 

AUGUST 16 & 23: Crystal Brensinger and  

Cindy Ritschel 

AUGUST 30: Sue Schenck and Barb Sterner 

SAFE IN GOD’S CARE  

AND KEEPING! 
 

Our sympathy and prayers go out to the friends and 

family of the late:  

 

William H. Young, Jr. of Orwigsburg, PA., 

who left this world on Wednesday, June 3, 

2020.  

 

Crystal L. Rausch of Pottsville, PA., who 

passed away suddenly on Saturday, June 20, 

2020. 

 

Betty H. Kaler of Orwigsburg, PA., who 

passed from this world on Tuesday, July 7, 

2020.  

 

Charles A. Beneck of Orwigsburg, PA., who 

departed this life on Tuesday, July 12, 2020.  

 

Virginia L. Smith of Schuylkill Haven, PA., 

who passed away on Tuesday, July 17, 

2020.  

 

Let us take comfort in the knowledge that all of 

God’s children who have left this life are freed from 

all earthly pain and suffering and are safe in God’s 

care and keeping! 

 

 

ORWIGSBURG FOOD PANTRY 

 

Just a reminder that you can now bring non-

perishable food donations for the Orwigsburg Food 

Pantry to the church and leave them in the narthex.   

 

Our Food Pantry is only distributing basic boxes of 

food to our neighbors in need by drive-thru at this 

time. Donations of basic non-perishable food items 

like cereals, canned fruit, canned vegetables, soups, 

pastas, rice, beans, peanut butter, tuna fish, 

spaghetti (or tomato) sauce, etc., are needed now. 

Monetary donations are, of course, also appreciated. 

Thank you for your continued generosity to this 

ongoing community ministry.  
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AUGUST 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

Worship 

At 5:30 PM 

2 

Worship  

at 9:30 AM 

 

3 4 

Daycare Mtg. 

at 5 PM 

 

Evangelism Mtg. 

at 6:30 PM 

 

5 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

6 7 8 

Worship 

At 5:30 PM 

 

Progressive 

Picnic at 6 PM 

9 

Worship  

at 9:30 AM 

10 

Council at 7 PM 

11 12 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

13 14 15 

Worship 

At 5:30 PM 

16 

Worship  

at 9:30 AM 

17 18 19 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

 

20 21 22 

Worship 

At 5:30 PM 

23 

Worship 

at 9:30 AM 

24 25 26 

Adult Forum via 

Zoom Meeting 

7 PM 

27 28 29 

Worship 

At 5:30 PM 

30 

Worship 

at 9:30 AM 

31      

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 - Ext 11 pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076 justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316 office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152 

Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757 karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary  570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809 jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

mailto:justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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AUGUST 2020 

 

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO BOX 156 

ORWIGSBURG, PA 17961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blessing of the Backpacks is set for 9:30 AM on Sunday, August 23, 2020! 

 

Visit our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsOrwigsburg 

Call the church office: 570-366-2316 
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