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******************************************************************* 

GATHERING  
As we gather together, let us refrain from talking and quiet ourselves. 

 

PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Drawn by our joy in the Risen Lord, we gather as God’s children  

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were 

buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. 

Let us confess our sins. 

Silence 

Almighty God, we cannot free ourselves from our desire to sin. We cannot 

keep sin out of every part of our life. We suffer because we sin. Those around 

us suffer because of what we do and what we fail to do. For the sake of Jesus 

Christ, our Risen Lord, have mercy on us. Cleanse us from our sins. Give us 

new hearts and minds. And raise us to new and abundant life, so that we never 

tire of serving in your holy name.  

Amen. 

By the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, know that 

your sins are forgiven and that you have the promise of eternal life.  

Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN 

GREETING  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE       He Is Arisen, Glorious Word 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of glory, your Son, Jesus Christ, suffered for us and ascended to your right 

hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 

may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  



WORD 

A Reading from Acts 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward 

heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” 

  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they 

went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 

and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 

Jesus, as well as his brothers.        (Acts 1:6-14) 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 66:8-20 (Responsively) 

 1Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; 

  let those who hate him flee before him. 

 2As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 

  as wax melts before the fire, 

  let the wicked perish before God. 

 3But let the righteous be joyful; 

  let them exult before God; 

  let them be jubilant with joy. 

 4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

  lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds —  

  his name is the LORD —  

  be exultant before him. 

 5Father of orphans and protector of widows 

  is God in his holy habitation. 

  



 6God gives the desolate a home to live in; 

  he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 

  but the rebellious live in a parched land. 

 7O God, when you went out before your people, 

  when you marched through the wilderness, 

 8the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain 

  at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

 9Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; 

  you restored your heritage when it languished; 

 10your flock found a dwelling in it; 

  in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 

 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 

  sing praises to the LORD, 

 33O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 

  listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 

 34Ascribe power to God, 

  whose majesty is over Israel; 

  and whose power is in the skies. 

 35Awesome is God in his sanctuary, 

  the God of Israel; 

  he gives power and strength to his people. 

  Blessed be God! 

 

A Reading from First Peter  
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 

test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar 

as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for 

joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 

exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 

prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, 

for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same 

kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 

grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 

support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. 

Amen.               (1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11)  



The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John   Praise to you, O Lord.  

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and 

said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 

you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing 

the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 

with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 

They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now 

they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you 

gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on 

their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 

you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and 

I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 

in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 

you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”              (John 17:1-11) 

The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 



SERMON  

THE NICENE CREED (In Unison) 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

   and was made man. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 

God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the 

truth of your gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to 

all people. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries of 

the universe. We pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill 

enriched our understanding. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Grant eternal rest to those the men and women of our armed forces who have given 

their lives to keep us safe and protect our democracy. In time of violence and war, 

they trusted in your mercy and relied on your faithfulness. Help us to risk even our 

lives to fight injustice and protect those most vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without 

supportive families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may 

rest their anxieties in your care (especially…). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Give courage to all who risk their lives for the sake of others. We especially 

remember those who minister amid COVID-19. Grant safety to those who serve 

others and assure them of your never-failing presence. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the 

faithful examples of those who have listened to your voice and now are gathered in 

your bosom. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 

into your eternal care, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

  



PEACE 

The peace of the risen Christ be with you. 

And also with you.  

OFFERING 

ORGAN OFFERTORY  

OFFERTORY HYMN             “At the Lamb’s High Feast” 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Merciful God, our gifts so seem small for such a great celebration, but you make of 

them an abundance, just as you do with our little lives. Feed us again at this table 

that we might go forth to serve in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. 

Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
  



 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. But 

chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he 

is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death 

has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 

Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and 

sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life.  



We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Behold the Risen Christ. Let us come to his banquet. 

  



DISTRIBUTION 
The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center aisle, proceed to 

the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the assistant, where you may dip the host into 

the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those 

unable to come forward may receive the Sacrament in their pews. Those who do not desire to receive the 

Sacrament may come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and opened us to your presence. 

Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

  



SENDING 

BLESSING  

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

May the God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. Now go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE   
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
******************************************************************* 
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ONLINE GIVING 

The mission and ministry of St. Paul’s continues amid the coronavirus 

pandemic.  You can still support St. Paul’s by sending your offerings to the church 

by check through the US Mail -- OR give to St. Paul’s securely online. Here’s how: 

• Go to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

• From the home page, click the Online Giving tab at the top of the screen. 

• A Give Now box will appear on your screen. 

• Select General Fund from the menu. 

• Keep One Time selected (or create a secure account to set up reoccurring 

payments) 

• Enter the dollar amount you’d like to give with NO decimals. 

• Click Add Donation. 

• Click Next then enter your Name, Address, and Credit/Debit Card information. 

Optional items:  

To receive an emailed receipt, check the box and enter your email address. 

To help offset the online processing fees, check the box. 

• Click donate now to complete your transaction.  You will receive a confirmation 

number.   

Thank you for your continuing generosity! 

 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP VIDEOS 

Although we are unable to gather for our regular worship, we can still watch pre-

recorded worship videos in our home.  These videos will be available by Saturday 

morning each week.   

Before you watch, make sure the volume on your device (computer, smart phone, or 

tablet) is turned up for the best audio experience.   

To access an online worship video: 

• Go to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

• From the Sermons, Bulletins & Newsletters tab, click on Sermons & Weekly 

Bulletins. 

• The most current video available will be at the top of the list.  

• Click View to watch the pre-recorded video.   

• You can also go to YouTube directly and search for “St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Orwigsburg, PA. 


