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GATHERING

PRELUDE
OPENING HYMN

THE INSTRUCTION

In this Lenten season, we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle
against sin, death, and the devil - all that keeps us from loving God and each other.
This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and
the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for
us in Jesus, our Savior.

Within the community of his Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new
life. In the words of absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This
absolution we should not doubt, but firmly believe that thereby our sins are forgiven
before God in heaven, for forgiveness comes to us in the name and by the command
of the Lord.

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be
servants to each other as Christ became our servant. Jesus modeled this loving
servanthood as he washed the feet of his disciples on the night in which he was
betrayed.

It is, however, in Holy Communion that the members of Christ’s body participate
most intimately in his love.

Remembering our Lord’s last supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and share
the cup of this special meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and
blood and participate in that new covenant which makes us one with him. The holy
meal which we share is the foretaste of the great banquet which shall be shared with



all the faithful when our Lord returns, and the culmination of our reconciliation
with God and with each other.

THE CONFESSION, AND PLEA
Let us make confession to God:

Almighty God, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my
sins and iniquities with which | have offended you and for which | justly
deserve punishment. But | am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray
for your boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your son,
Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my
sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my life and bring me to
life everlasting. Amen.

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of
sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, we
implore God to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things which
we do on this day may please him, that the rest of our life may be pure and holy,
and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave his disciples a
new commandment: To love one another as he had loved them. By your Holy Spirit
write this commandment in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

A Reading from Exodus

'The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: ?This month shall mark
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. #If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.!'This is how you shall
eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and
you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. *?For | will pass through
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will execute



judgments: | am the LORD. *The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where
you live: when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you
when | strike the land of Egypt.

14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual
ordinance. (Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14)

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19 (Read Responsively)
! love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever | called upon him.
The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me;
| came to grief and sorrow.
12How shall | repay the LORD
for all the good things he has done for me?
131 will lift up the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the LORD.
141 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD
IS the death of his servants.
180 LoRD, | am your servant;
| am your servant and the child of your handmaid,;
you have freed me from my bonds.
171 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
181 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

A Reading from First Corinthians

23For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, *and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 2°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
“This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in



remembrance of me.” 2°For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel  John 13:1-17, 31b-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. ?The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas
son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, “got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. °Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. ®He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” “Jesus answered,
“You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said
to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you
have no share with me.” °Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also
my hands and my head!” 1%Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.” 'For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you
are clean.”'?After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to
the table, he said to them, “Do you know what | have done to you? *You call me
Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is what | am. 1*So if I, your Lord



and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
5For | have set you an example that you also should do as | have done to you.
1Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are
blessed if you do them.

31b>Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. *2If
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. *3Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as | said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot
come.” 31 give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another. **By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Love Consecrates the Humblest Act
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NICENE CREED (In Unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.



God of love, unite your church in its commitment to humble service. Make us your
faithful disciples. Speak words of truth and grace through us. Encourage us in self-
giving acts of kindness. Let us love one another as you have loved us. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, tend to flocks, fields, and vineyards. Bring favorable weather for crops
to grow. Guide the hands of those who cultivate, farm, and garden. Let the earth
flourish so that all may eat and be satisfied. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you give us a new commandment, to have love for one another. We
give thanks for organizations that respond to disasters and for agencies that offer
relief and humanitarian aid to populations in need. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, give ear to all who call upon you for any need of body or spirit
(especially...). Provide for those who do not have enough to eat, those who are
unemployed or underemployed, and those who rely on the generosity of others.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you invite us to your table of mercy. Heal all divisions between
members of this assembly. Extend the hospitality of this table beyond these walls,
that your love and welcome be made known to all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, glorify your servants who walked by faith in this life and who now
feast with you. Inspire us by the sacrifice of those who were imprisoned,
persecuted, or martyred for their faith. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
OFFERING ANTHEM



OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave a new
commandment to his disciples, that they should love one another as he had loved
them. Write this new commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve
others as did, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the
tree of the cross gave salvation for all, that, where death began, there life might be
restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a tree be overcome.
And so with the church on earth and the hosts of heave, we praise your name and

join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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We give you thanks, Almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us
your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things,

and in whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin's
womb. He there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. Itis he, our Lord Jesus, who
fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands in
suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to
break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the
righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread
and giving thanks to you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we lift this bread and cup before
you, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to
serve you as your priestly people.

We ask you to send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church; gather into one all
who share this bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in
truth, that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

DISTRIBUTION

The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center aisle, proceed to
the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the assistant, where you may dip the host into
the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those
unable to come forward may receive the Sacrament in their pews. Those who do not desire to receive the
Sacrament may come forward to receive a blessing.



AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMN

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus, may this sacrament of your body and blood through the power of your
suffering, death, and resurrection work greatly in us and through us so that the fruits
of your redemption will show forth in all that we do, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

SENDING HYMN
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
PSALM 22

PLEASE DEPART IN SILENCE
+++++++++++H+



Introduction to the Day: With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end,
and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of
Jesus' death and resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus'
commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are
called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially the poor
and the unloved. At the Lord's table we remember Jesus' sacrifice of his life, even
as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world.
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