Third Sunday after Easter
Sunday, April 26, 2020

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

As we gather together, let us refrain from talking and quiet ourselves.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Drawn by our joy in the Risen Lord, we gather as God’s children
in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were
buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.

Let us confess our sins.
Silence

Almighty God, we cannot free ourselves from our desire to sin. We cannot
keep sin out of every part of our life. We suffer because we sin. Those around
us suffer because of what we do and what we fail to do. For the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Risen Lord, have mercy on us. Cleanse us from our sins. Give us
new hearts and minds. And raise us to new and abundant life, so that we never
tire of serving in your holy name.

Amen.

By the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, know that
your sins are forgiven and that you have the promise of eternal life.
Amen.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

GATHERING HYMN

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

He Is Arisen, Glorious Word
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, your son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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WORD

A Reading from Acts
4apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd],

%Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made
him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

3’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” *Peter said to them, “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3°For the promise is for
you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to him.” “°And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” #'So those who
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons
were added. (Acts 2:14a, 36-41)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (Responsively)

11 love the LORD,
because he has heard the voice of my supplication,
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever | called upon him.
>The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me;
| came to grief and sorrow.
3Then | called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, | pray you, save my life.”
*Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
12How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things he has done for me?
131 will lift up the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the LORD.
141 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD
IS the death of his servants.



180 LoRD, | am your servant;
| am your servant and the child of your handmaid,;
you have freed me from my bonds.

171 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving*
and call upon the name of the LORD.

181 will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,

%n the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

A Reading from First Peter

171f you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to
their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. *¥You know that you
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold, °but with the precious blood of Christ, like
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 2°He was destined before the foundation of
the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 2! Through him you
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so
that your faith and hope are set on God.

22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that
you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 22You have
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and

enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:17-23)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!
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Sing his prais-es! Al-le - lu-ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke Praise to you, O Lord.

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two
disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,
4and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. **While they
were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, *but
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. ¥’ And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad.
18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in
these days?” 1°He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all
the people, 2°and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be
condemned to death and crucified him. 2*But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
took place. ?2Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the
tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. 2*Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see him.” ?°Then he said to them, “Oh, how
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! 2Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and
then enter into his glory?” 2’Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

8As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if
he were going on. 2°But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight. 3*They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they



found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 3*They were saying, “The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” *Then they told what had
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of

the bread.
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

THE NICENE CREED (In Unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.

(Luke 24:13-35)



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are
empowered to tell the story of your love in their lives and live it out through their
hospitality to others. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and
for all the wild and endangered animals who call these spaces home. Lord, in your
mercy.

hear our prayer.

For the brokenness we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive us.
Restrain the nations from fighting over limited resources and help all people to
share their blessings. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Walk with all those who are
hungry, unemployed, and despairing. Bring new and abundant life to all who suffer
from COVID-19 and to who desire healing in body and spirit (especially...). Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For those ministries that encourage us to believe. For everyone who is preparing for
baptism, first communion, confirmation, and membership. For all those who
participate in Sunday school and adult education. And for all who guide and inspire
believers of every age and ability. Lord, in your mercy.

hear our prayer.

Help us to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected life. Give us thankful
hearts for those who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of new life
with you. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray
into your eternal care, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the risen Christ be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING
ORGAN OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY HYMN “At the Lamb’s High Feast”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Merciful God, our gifts so seem small for such a great celebration, but you make of
them an abundance, just as you do with our little lives. Feed us again at this table

that we might go forth to serve in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.
Amen.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. But
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he
is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death
has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and
sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold the Risen Christ. Let us come to his banquet.

DISTRIBUTION

The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center aisle, proceed to
the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the assistant, where you may dip the host into
the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those
unable to come forward may receive the Sacrament in their pews. Those who do not desire to receive the
Sacrament may come forward to receive a blessing.
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COMMUNION HYMN

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and opened us to your presence.
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

May the God of all grace  bless you now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

THE DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said. Now go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
B R R T T T

Reverend Michael T. Petresky, Pastor 570-366-2316 Ext. 11
pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076
justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Juli Schenck, Office Support Staff 570-366-2316
office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Carl Heintzelman, Sexton 484-408-5152

Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757
karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-366-8766

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.orq



mailto:jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org

ONLINE GIVING

The mission and ministry of St. Paul’s continues amid the coronavirus
pandemic. You can still support St. Paul’s by sending your offerings to the church
by check through the US Mail -- OR give to St. Paul’s securely online. Here’s how:

Go to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org

From the home page, click the Online Giving tab at the top of the screen.

A Give Now box will appear on your screen.

Select General Fund from the menu.

Keep One Time selected (or create a secure account to set up reoccurring
payments)

Enter the dollar amount you’d like to give with NO decimals.

e Click Add Donation.

e Click Next then enter your Name, Address, and Credit/Debit Card information.
Optional items:

To receive an emailed receipt, check the box and enter your email address.

To help offset the online processing fees, check the box.

¢ Click donate now to complete your transaction. You will receive a confirmation
number.

Thank you for your continuing generosity!

ONLINE WORSHIP VIDEOS

Although we are unable to gather for our regular worship, we can still watch pre-
recorded worship videos in our home. These videos will be available by Saturday
morning each week.

Before you watch, make sure the volume on your device (computer, smart phone, or
tablet) is turned up for the best audio experience.

To access an online worship video:

e (o to our website: www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org

e From the Sermons, Bulletins & Newsletters tab, click on Sermons & Weekly
Bulletins.

e The most current video available will be at the top of the list.

e Click View to watch the pre-recorded video.

e You can also go to YouTube directly and search for “St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Orwigsburg, PA.




