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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, September 22, 2019  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

 

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE                     “Songs of Hope”     L. Smith  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

We gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 

Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/
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Almighty God, 

we confess that we have failed to live as your disciples. 

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 

We have desired to possess much more than we need. 

We have damaged your good creation. 

Refresh our hearts, forgive our sins, 

and raise us to abundant new life 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Trust in God and in God’s promises. 

Know that God will never leave you or forsake you. 

Believe that for the sake of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “When Morning Guilds the Skies”   #853 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Ever-present God, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. 

Keep our feet from the path of evil. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts 

to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated.  

 

WORD 

A Reading from Amos 

 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 

  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 

  so that we may sell grain; 

 and the sabbath, 

  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 

 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 

  and practice deceit with false balances, 

 6buying the poor for silver 

  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 

 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. (Amos 8:4–7) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 113 

 1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 

  praise the name of the LORD. 

 2Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 

  from this time forth forevermore. 
 3From the rising of the sun to its going down 

  let the name of the LORD be praised. 

 4The LORD is high above all nations; 

  God’s glory above the heavens. 
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 5Who is like the LORD our God, 

  who sits enthroned on high, 

 6but stoops to behold 

  the heavens and the earth? 
 7The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 

  and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 

 8enthroning them with the rulers, 

  with the rulers of the people. 
 9The LORD makes the woman of a childless house 

  to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!  

 

A Reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to Timothy  
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 

be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may 

lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is 

acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to 

come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For  

 there is one God; 

  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

 Christ Jesus, himself human, 

  6who gave himself a ransom for all 

—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an 

apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 

truth. (1 Timothy 2:1–7) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand if you are able. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
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Gospel Luke 16:1–13 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he 

summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 

accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 
3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking 

the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 

beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people 

may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by 

one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A 

hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and 

make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, 

‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it 

eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 

shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 

generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for 

yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome 

you into the eternal homes. 

  10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 

dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been 

faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if 

you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is 

your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 

love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

God and wealth.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”  #717 

 

 

SERMON  

 

 



8 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the 

church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you call your church to serve you. Free your people from the 

deceptions of false masters so that we may discover the richness of serving in your 

name. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Creating God, you have made all kinds of creatures. Protect animals in the midst of 

seasonal migration, whether by water, through the air, or over land. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Wise God, you rule over the nations. When the powerful trample upon the needy 

and take advantage of the poor, turn them from their selfish ways. Reveal your truth 

that leads to justice. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Healing God, you raise up those who have been brought low, and you remember the 

forgotten. We lift up to you all who are in need (especially...). Grant them joy and 

comfort in your presence. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Nurturing God, you give us life. Give strength to families experiencing infertility or 

challenging pregnancies, to foster parents, parents of adopted children, single 

parents, and families of all varieties. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Loving God, you hold us close even in death. We thank you for the lives of all the 

saints who are now at rest with you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 

OFFERING 

For 10:30 service ushers: Take the offering plates from the table in the back of the church. 

Receive the collection along the center aisle, from front to back, then walk behind the last pews 

and up the side aisles to receive the collection on the outside aisles, again from front to 

back.  Return to the back and wait for the Communion Assistant to come forward with the alms 

basin. 

 

OFFERTORY (8:00)  “It Is Well with My Soul”  C. Berry  

 

ANTHEM (10:30)              *“O God, Beyond All Praising”  M. Hayes 

Chancel Choir 
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OFFERTORY HYMN   

 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of 

it. Accept the gifts you have first given us—ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Nourish us now with new and abundant 

life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.      

Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God has prepared a banquet for all to share. 

Come, take your place at the feast. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center 

aisle, proceed to the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the 

assistant, where you may dip the host into the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the 

side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those unable to come forward may 

receive the Sacrament in their pews. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN         “Be Thou My Vision”    #793 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



15 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Loving God, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s 

body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to bear witness to the 

one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

 
 

 

SENDING HYMN             “God of Grace and God of Glory”  #705 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

Thanks be to God. 

   

POSTLUDE                “We, Thy People, Praise Thee”   F. Haydn  

 
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************  

Altar flowers are presented in loving memory of Carl Long by Christine and Kevin 

Long. 

Today’s bulletins are presented in loving memory of my former in-laws, James and 

Marylouise Clarke, by Hope Clarke. 

*This anthem is presented in memory of Ron “Buck” Reibie by Joellen and Rick 

Roebuck and Barbara Sterner. 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

SERVING TODAY (9/22/19) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Connie Teter; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Gail Rarick; GREETER: 

Ron Rozansky; COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Jean Premich & Barb Sterner; 

ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen Wehr 

 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Jeff Ritschel; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Chris Long; USHERS: Carl 

Heintzelman & Madelyn Knecht; GREETER: Bob Schuld; COUNTERS: Connie 

Teter, Jean Premich & Barb Sterner; ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen 

Wehr 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/29/19) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Ruth Ann Withers; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul; 

GREETER: Ron Rozansky; COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Glenda Bright & Barb 

Sterner; ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright & Danielle Richards 

 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Brian Miller; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Scott Butler; USHERS: 

Carl Heintzelman & Madelyn Knecht; GREETER: Bob Schuld; COUNTERS: 

Connie Teter, Glenda Bright & Barb Sterner; ALTAR GUILD: Glenda Bright & 

Danielle Richards 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

CALENDAR 

Saturday, September 21          5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, September 22            8:00 AM Worship 

                 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

                 9:15 AM Property Committee 

               10:30 AM Worship 

Monday, September 23           6:30 PM FPU 

Tuesday, Sept. 24 (revised)   6:30 PM Men of St. Paul’s 

Wednesday, September 25      6:00 PM Bell Choir 

                 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Saturday, September 28          5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, September 29            8:00 AM Worship 

                 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

               10:30 AM Worship 

*******************************************************************  

MEN OF ST. PAUL’S REMINDERS 

 

Please bring in candy for our bazaar basket. A box for these donations is located in 

the church parlor. 

 

Also, the Men of St. Paul’s meeting has been changed to Tuesday, September 24, at 

6:30 PM in the church. Feel free to bring a friend. 

******************************************************************* 

WELCA 

 

Our group will prepare a basket for the Chinese auction at St. Paul’s Annual Bazaar. 

This basket will contain gift cards that we will purchase from various local merchants. 

Please help us by placing monetary donations (checks payable to St. Paul’s WELCA) 

in a labeled box in the parlor. Deadline to donate is September 29. Thank you for all 

your support. 

******************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************* 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

 

This year’s Blessing of the Animals will be a bit different from previous years. It 

will be held on Sunday, October 6, at 4:00 PM in Albright’s Woods.  

 Our youth will once again host a collection drive for Hillside SPCA. Donation 

ideas include canned dog & cat food, treats, cat litter, cleaning supplies, old 

blankets/towels/sheets, new or used collars, leashes, and food bowls. Donations can 

be brought to Albright’s Woods or dropped off at the church that weekend. 

******************************************************************* 

SERVICE MINISTRY’S ANNUAL BAZAAR 

 

It is almost time for Service Ministry’s Annual Bazaar. This bazaar is our primary 

way to raise funds to make our mission possible. 

This year the bazaar will be held on Saturday, October 5, from 9 AM to 2 PM. 

Sign-up sheets are located in the narthex and have suggestions for what you can do 

to help. 

******************************************************************* 

AN IMPORTANT REMINDER 

 

When leaving our church, please double-check that all doors are locked if you are 

the last person out and are a key holder. If you are not a key holder, please use the 

lockbox at the entrance door to lock up or ask a key holder to lock the door for you. 

 It is vital that we keep our church safe and secure. 

 Thank you. 

******************************************************************* 
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***************************************************************** 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 Ext. 11 

    pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director    570-573-4076 

    justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Hope Clarke, Office Support Staff 

    office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org    570-366-2316 

Karen Travor, Treasurer    570-366-8757 

     karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary    570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager    936-648-6809 

    jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

 

******************************************************************* 

FRIENDSHIP PADS 

Please sign the friendship pads in the pews. Visitors are encouraged to sign the 

guest book in the narthex. 

 

******************************************************************* 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY… 

If you or someone you know needs immediate pastoral care, 

please call 717-649-3532. 

 

******************************************************************* 

 


