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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, September 15, 2019  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

 

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE                  “Prelude in G”    F. Smith    

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

We gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 

Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/
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Almighty God, 

we confess that we have failed to live as your disciples. 

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 

We have desired to possess much more than we need. 

We have damaged your good creation. 

Refresh our hearts, forgive our sins, 

and raise us to abundant new life 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Trust in God and in God’s promises: 

Know that God will never leave you or forsake you. 

Believe that for the sake of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  #834 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those 

who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 

whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated.  

 

WORD 

A Reading from Exodus 
7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 

out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside 

from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a 

calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, 

O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, 

“I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my 

wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make 

a great nation.” 

  11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your 

wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 

with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was 

with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to 

consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 

your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, 

and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 

‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 

have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 
14And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his 

people. (Exodus 32:7–14) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 51:1–10 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to Timothy  
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a 

blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I 

had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me 

with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of 

full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 

am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the 

foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to 

those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, 

immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  
(1 Timothy 1:12–17) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand if you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

Gospel Luke 15:1–10 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And 

the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.” 

  3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 

losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the 

one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders 

and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 

lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light 

a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has 

found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for 

I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence 

of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” #779 

 

 

SERMON  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the 

church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Bless pastors, deacons, and all church leaders in their ministries, so that your gospel 

is shared through their faithful leadership and living. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Protect and preserve places damaged by natural disaster or human devastation. 

Restore balance to deserts, oceans, polar regions, and temperate areas. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Instruct all the people of the world in ways of justice, mercy, and peace. Lead us 

away from the idols of power, war, self-centeredness, and fear. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Show mercy to the lost, welcome to the outsiders, and comfort to the suffering and 

dying. We pray for all who need your comfort, constant presence, and healing touch 

(especially…). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Strengthen those who help people in crisis: firefighters, police officers, hospital 

staff, chaplains, nurses, doctors, emergency responders, staff and counselors in 

rehab centers and women’s shelters. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for those who have died in faith and who now find life in your 

eternal glory. Embrace us as we hope and rejoice in your unfailing redemption. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 

OFFERING 

For 10:30 service ushers: Take the offering plates from the table in the back of the church. 

Receive the collection along the center aisle, from front to back, then walk behind the last pews 

and up the side aisles to receive the collection on the outside aisles, again from front to 

back.  Return to the back and wait for the Communion Assistant to come forward with the alms 
basin. 

 

OFFERTORY (8:00)   “Prayer”     T. Davies   

 

ANTHEM (10:30)                        *“Psalm 139”       A. Pote  

Chancel Choir 
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OFFERTORY HYMN   

 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world, and we can take nothing out of 

it. Accept the gifts you have first given us—ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Nourish us now with new and abundant 

life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.      

Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God has prepared a banquet for all to share. 

Come, take your place at the feast. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center 

aisle, proceed to the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the 

assistant, where you may dip the host into the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the 

side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those unable to come forward may 

receive the Sacrament in their pews. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN    “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”      #502 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Loving God, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s 

body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to bear witness to the 

one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

 
 

 

SENDING HYMN             “Oh, Worship the King”    #842 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

Thanks be to God. 

   

POSTLUDE                             “March”     Handel  

  
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************  

Altar flowers are presented in honor of Lori and Bill Elser’s 25th wedding 

anniversary by their children. 

Today’s bulletins are presented in loving memory of my parents, LeRoy (Gus) and 

Christine Diefenderfer, by Hope Clarke. 

*Today’s anthem was presented in honor of Duke Schenck’s 50th birthday by Kurt 

and Julianne Schenck (1993). 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

SERVING TODAY (9/15/19) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Deb Moyer; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers; 

GREETER: Ron Rozansky; COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter & 

Dana Jenkins; ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen Wehr 

 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Cindy Ritschel; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Sue Schenck; USHERS: 

Jim & Joanne Emerich; GREETER: Sue Schenck; COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, 

Gloria Dierwechter & Dana Jenkins; ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen 

Wehr 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/22/19) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Connie Teter; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Gail Rarick; GREETER: 

Ron Rozansky; COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Jean Premich & Barb Sterner; 

ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen Wehr 

 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Jeff Ritschel; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Chris Long; USHERS: Carl 

Heintzelman & Madelyn Knecht; GREETER: Bob Schuld; COUNTERS: Connie 

Teter, Jean Premich & Barb Sterner; ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen 

Wehr 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

CALENDAR 

Saturday, September 14          5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, September 15            8:00 AM Worship 

                9:15 AM Adult Forum 

              10:30 AM Worship       

  following worship Church Picnic, Albright’s Woods 

Monday, September 16          5:30 PM (revised) Mutual Ministry 

                6:30 PM (revised) Worship & Music 

Wednesday, September 18     6:00 PM Bell Choir 

                7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Thursday, September 19       10:00 AM Rainbow Friends 

Saturday, September 21          5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, September 22            8:00 AM Worship 

                 9:15 AM Adult Forum 

                 9:15 AM Property Committee 

               10:30 AM Worship 

Monday, September 23           6:30 PM FPU 

Tuesday, Sept. 24 (revised)   6:30 PM Men of St. Paul’s 

*******************************************************************  

CHURCH PICNIC 

 

Our church picnic will be held at Albright’s Woods today, following the 10:30 

service.  Drinks and hot dogs will be provided. Donations for BINGO prizes would 

be appreciated. Bring a lawn chair and covered dish, and join your church family 

for an afternoon of fellowship.  

******************************************************************* 
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.******************************************************************* 

ADULT FORUM RETURNS! 

 

Adult Forum begins today at 9:15 AM in the church parlor. Our first topic will be 

“Faithful Citizen.” Everyone is welcome. Please contact Barbara Lafko (570-366-

1208 or bjlafko@yahoo.com) if you would like a copy of the resources that will be 

used. 

******************************************************************* 

MEN OF ST. PAUL’S REMINDERS 

 

Please bring in candy for our bazaar basket. A box for these donations is located in 

the church parlor. 

 

Also, the Men of St. Paul’s meeting has been changed to Tuesday, September 24, at 

6:30 PM in the church. Feel free to bring a friend. 

******************************************************************* 

WELCA 

 

Our group will prepare a basket for the Chinese auction at St. Paul’s Annual Bazaar. 

This basket will contain gift cards that we will purchase from various local merchants. 

Please help us by placing monetary donations (checks payable to St. Paul’s WELCA) 

in a labeled box in the parlor. Deadline to donate is September 29. Thank you for all 

your support. 

******************************************************************* 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

 

This year’s Blessing of the Animals will be a bit different from previous years. It 

will be held on Sunday, October 6, at 4:00 PM at Albright’s Woods.  

 Our youth will once again host a collection drive for Hillside SPCA. Donation 

ideas include canned dog & cat food, treats, cat litter, cleaning supplies, old 

blankets/towels/sheets, new or used collars, leashes, and food bowls. Donations can 

be brought to Albright’s Woods or dropped off at the church that weekend. 

******************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************* 

SERVICE MINISTRY’S ANNUAL BAZAAR 

 

It is almost time for Service Ministry’s Annual Bazaar. This bazaar is our primary 

way to raise funds to make our mission possible. 

 

This year the bazaar will be held on Saturday, October 5, from 9 AM to 2 PM. 

There are many ways you can help. Sign-up sheets are located in the narthex and 

have suggestions for what you can do to help. 

******************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************* 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 Ext. 11 

    pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director    570-573-4076 

    justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Hope Clarke, Office Support Staff 

    office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org    570-366-2316 

Karen Travor, Treasurer    570-366-8757 

     karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary    570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager    936-648-6809 

    jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

 

******************************************************************* 

FRIENDSHIP PADS 

Please sign the friendship pads in the pews. Visitors are encouraged to sign the 

guest book in the narthex. 

 

******************************************************************* 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY… 

If you or someone you know needs immediate pastoral care, 

please call 717-649-3532. 

 

******************************************************************* 

 


