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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, September 8, 2019  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

 

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE                  “Prelude on Festal Song”      D. Berghout 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

We gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 

Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/
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Almighty God, 

we confess that we have failed to live as your disciples. 

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 

We have desired to possess much more than we need. 

We have damaged your good creation. 

Refresh our hearts, forgive our sins, 

and raise us to abundant new life 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Trust in God and in God’s promises: 

Know that God will never leave you or forsake you. 

Believe that for the sake of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN  “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”  #818 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Direct us, O Lord God with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 

continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your 

mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated.  

 

WORD 

A Reading from Deuteronomy 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you 

obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, 

by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 

commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, 

and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 
17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down 

to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 

shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life 

and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 

live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that 

means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD 

swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  

(Deuteronomy 30:15–20) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 1 

 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
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 3They are like trees planted by streams of water,  

  bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

 

 

A Reading from Philemon  
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 

our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of 

your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the 

sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we 

may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 

love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 

duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as 

an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for 

my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to 

me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him 

with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment 

for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that 

your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the 

reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back 

forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially 

to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

  17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 
18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my 

account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 

about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit 
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from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I 

am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. (Philemon 1–21) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

Gospel Luke 14:25–33 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 
26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does 

not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 

whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 

and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This 

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage 

war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able 

with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 
32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks 

for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you 

do not give up all your possessions.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Take My Life, That I May Be”  #685 
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SERMON  

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the 

church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Turn our hearts, O God. Help us to give away those things that keep us from 

following in your path so that we may share your good news with a world in need. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn our hearts toward your good creation. Save creatures who are endangered or 

vanishing. Teach us to value our relationships with all living things. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Turn our hearts toward all who suffer. Where there is violence and conflict, grant 

peace. Where there is oppression, grant justice. Where there is hatred and fear, grant 

love and compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn our hearts toward all who are bound in body, mind, or spirit. We pray for 

those in bondage to sin, addiction, poverty, physical slavery, or human trafficking, 

those imprisoned or confined, and those who are sick, ill, or injured (especially…). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn our hearts toward the ministries of your church. Help us to feed the hungry, 

share with the needy, advocate for the silent, and proclaim justice wherever there is 

bigotry and prejudice. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Turn our hearts toward your eternal reign. We give thanks for our sisters and 

brothers who have died trusting your promise of eternal life. Through the cross of 

Christ, inspire us by their examples and help us to live each day in faith. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 

OFFERING 

For 10:30 service ushers: Take the offering plates from the table in the back of the church. 

Receive the collection along the center aisle, from front to back, then walk behind the last pews 

and up the side aisles to receive the collection on the outside aisles, again from front to 

back.  Return to the back and wait for the Communion Assistant to come forward with the alms 

basin. 
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OFFERTORY (8:00)   “Flute Piece”    Thorley  

 

ANTHEM (10:30)   *“O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord”     Martin/Angerman 

Chancel Choir 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   

 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of 

it. Accept the gifts you have first given us—ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Nourish us now with new and abundant 

life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God has prepared a banquet for all to share. 

Come, take your place at the feast. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center 

aisle, proceed to the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the 

assistant, where you may dip the host into the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the 

side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those unable to come forward may 

receive the Sacrament in their pews. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” #579 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Loving God, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s 

body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to bear witness to the 

one we have received: Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

 
 

 

SENDING HYMN          “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”   #669 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

Thanks be to God. 

   

POSTLUDE                             “Rigaudon”            Campra 

  
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************  

Altar flowers are presented in memory of Jack Taylor by Skip and family. 

Today’s bulletins are presented in memory of Carl (Rock) Zehner by Sonny and 

Connie Teter. 

*Today’s anthem is presented in honor of Justin McClure’s Installation as organist 

and choir director by the Worship and Music Committee (2015). 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

SERVING TODAY (9/8/19) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Ron Rozansky; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Kay Weidensaul; 

GREETER: Ron Rozansky; COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam & 

Diane Brobst; ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger & Cindy Ritschel 

 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Chris Long; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Wayne Lutsey; USHERS: 

Danika & Deb Bolinsky; GREETER: Carl Heintzelman; COUNTERS:  

Rosalie Wingle, Marlene Eidam & Diane Brobst; ALTAR GUILD: Crystal 

Brensinger & Cindy Ritschel 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/15/19) 

8:00 AM 

LECTOR: Deb Moyer; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Ruth Ann Withers; 

GREETER: Ron Rozansky; COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter & 

Dana Jenkins; ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen Wehr 

 

10:30 AM 

LECTOR: Cindy Ritschel; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Sue Schenck; USHERS: 

Jim & Joanne Emerich; GREETER: Sue Schenck; COUNTERS: Joyce O’Rourke, 

Gloria Dierwechter & Dana Jenkins; ALTAR GUILD: Barb Sterner & Gwen 

Wehr 

*******************************************************************  

CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 8              8:00 AM Worship 

                 9:15 AM Property 

              10:30 AM Worship       

               12:00 PM Free Spaghetti Dinner and 

                 2:00 PM– Free Community Health Fair 

                 5:00 PM “God’s Work, Our Hands” 
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Monday, September 9             6:30 PM Mutual Ministry 

                 7:00 PM Church Council 

Tuesday, September 10           1:00 PM WELCA 

Wednesday, September 11      7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Saturday, September 14           5:30 PM Worship 

Sunday, September 15             8:00 AM Worship 

                  9:15 AM Adult Forum 

                10:30 AM Worship 

                 12:00 PM Church Picnic at Albright’s Woods 

Monday, September 16            6:00 PM Worship & Music 

*******************************************************************  

 “GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS” 

A DAY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

Please join us today for “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. We will begin at noon 

with a free spaghetti lunch until 2 PM followed by several vendors, speakers, and 

fellowship ending at 5 PM!  

URGENT: We will need help taking everything down after the health fair. 

Please consider helping.  

******************************************************************* 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

 

All women of St. Paul’s are invited to attend the regular meeting on Tuesday, 

September 10, at 1:00 PM.  The program will be presented by Barbara Lafko. Ever 

wonder how our ELCA Mission Support dollars are spent?  The director of the 

“Always Being Made New” campaign shared that information at the June 2019 

Synod Assembly.  Barbara represented St. Paul’s at the assembly and will bring 

that good news to our group to help us appreciate the many people who benefit 

from the Mission Support that the ELCA provides. 

Along with our regular offering, an In-Gathering offering will be 

received.  This has been designated to be given to New Life Thrift Store when they 

visit our meeting on October 8. Any questions, please call 570-366-2887. Thank 

you! Joyce O’Rourke 

 ******************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************* 

CHURCH PICNIC 

 

Our church picnic will be held at Albright’s Woods on Sunday, September 15, 

following the 10:30 service.  Drinks and hot dogs will be provided. Donations for 

BINGO prizes would be appreciated. Bring a lawn chair and covered dish, and join 

your church family for an afternoon of fellowship. A sign-up sheet is at the 

Gathering Place.  Please sign up so we have an idea how many hot dogs and drinks 

will be needed.  

******************************************************************* 

ADULT FORUM RETURNS! 

 

Adult Forum will begin at 9:15 AM on Sunday September 15, 2019, in the church 

parlor. Our first topic will be “Faithful Citizen.” Everyone is welcome. Please 

contact Barbara Lafko (570-366-1208 or bjlafko@yahoo.com) if you would like a 

copy of the resources that will be used. 

******************************************************************* 

MEN OF ST. PAUL’S 

 

The Men of St. Paul’s will be hosting an All-Men’s Get-Together on September 17 

at 6:30 PM in the large Sunday school room in the church. We are inviting all men 

of the church to come to a short night of fellowship. The church needs you more 

than ever. Please come and enjoy the evening. 

REMINDER: Men of St. Paul’s, don’t forget to bring bags of candy for the basket 

to be raffled off at the Annual Church Bazaar. A box will be placed in the church 

parlor for gathering the candy. 

******************************************************************* 
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******************************************************************* 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 Ext. 11 

    pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director    570-573-4076 

    justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Hope Clarke, Office Support Staff 

    office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org    570-366-2316 

Karen Travor, Treasurer    570-366-8757 

     karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary    570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager    936-648-6809 

    jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

 

******************************************************************* 

FRIENDSHIP PADS 

Please sign the friendship pads in the pews. Visitors are encouraged to sign the 

guest book in the narthex. 

 

******************************************************************* 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY… 

If you or someone you know needs immediate pastoral care, 

please call 717-649-3532. 

 

******************************************************************* 

 


