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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 25, 2019  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

 

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE               

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 

let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/
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O God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you,  

against one another, 

and against your good creation. 

We have stored up treasures for ourselves 

and turned away our neighbors in need. 

We have used our time foolishly and strayed from your path. 

Forgive us, that we may know true joy and freedom 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Through death on the cross, God has given us life and hope. 

Know that God has forgiven your sins! Rejoice in the good news of Jesus Christ! 

 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #858 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by 

great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and 

body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated.  

WORD 

A Reading from Isaiah 

 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The LORD will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

  and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, 

  whose waters never fail. 

 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 

 13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, 

  from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 

 if you call the sabbath a delight 

  and the holy day of the LORD honorable; 

 if you honor it, not going your own ways, 

  serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; 

 14then you shall take delight in the LORD, 

  and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 
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I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 

  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 58:9b–14) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 103:1–8 

 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  
 5who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6O LORD, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 7You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel. 

 8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

 

A Reading from Hebrews  
18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, 

and gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words 

made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20(For they could not 

endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be 

stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble 

with fear.”) 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the 

assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all,  
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and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a 

new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 

Abel. 

 25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape 

when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we 

escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! 26At that time his voice shook 

the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth 

but also the heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what 

is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 
28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give 

thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; 
29for indeed our God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:18–29) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

 

Gospel Luke 13:10–17 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just 

then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. 

She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, 

he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13When 
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he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 
14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the 

sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be 

done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord 

answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie 

his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And 

ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long 

years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” 17When he said this, all 

his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the 

wonderful things that he was doing. 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Earth and All Stars”    #731 

 

SERMON  

 

THE BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

This Sunday, before the school bells ring, we invite all children, school 

administrators, teachers, and support personnel, who will be returning to school this 

week to come forward for a blessing. Those of you who have your hearts full of 

hopes, uncertainties, and dreams for this new year, come forward, along with those 

who have also brought their new supplies and backpacks today. 

[Students & School Staff come forward.] 

In the book of Romans, St. Paul encourages us to be transformed by the renewing of 

our minds, so that we may discern what is the will of God—what is good, 

acceptable, and perfect (Romans 12:2b). When Jesus was twelve, he went with his 

parents to Jerusalem. He stayed in the temple, listening to and asking questions of 

the teachers there.  

Students, will you do your best to listen and learn from your school administrators, 

teachers, and support personnel in your school this year? If so, please say: “We will, 

and we ask God to help us!” 
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Students: We will, and we ask God to help us! 

School administrators, teachers, and support personnel, will you do your best to 

create environments that encourage questions, and will you help any students that 

you encounter find answers to the questions they ask? If so, please say: “We will, 

and we ask God to help us!” 

School Staff: We will, and we ask God to help us! 

Students and School Staff, Proverbs 3:5 tells us to trust in the Lord with all our 

heart and not to rely on what we think we know. If we trust in the Lord, He will 

show us the right path. Will you trust in God and look for signs of God’s presence 

as you go through your school day? If so, please say, “We will, and we ask God to 

help us.” 

Students & School Staff: We will, and we ask God to help us! 

(Lifting a backpack) Now for all the good things God has provided for us, let us join 

in praise and thanksgiving. For pens, pencils, crayons, and markers. 

Students, School Staff, and Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

For notebooks, paper and folders, calculators, student planners, and all new 

technologies. 

Students, School Staff, and Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

For all students and school staff in preschool, elementary, junior high or middle 

school, in senior high school, college or vocational school; for all their different 

talents and gifts; and for their insights and commitment to learning. 

Students, School Staff, and Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

(To the Students & School Staff) As you prepare to go back to school this week, will 

you bring to God your fears, wonderings, and uncertainties about this new school 

year? Will you invite God to walk with you as you encounter each new day? Will 

you strive to follow in God’s path? If so, please say, “We will, and we ask God to 

help us.” 
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Students & School Staff: We will, and we ask God to help us. 

Will you pray for those who prepare for school without backpacks to fill and those 

throughout the world who have only a dream of being a student someday? Will you 

pray for them, share what you have with them, and offer kind and encouraging 

words? If so, then say, “We will, and we ask God to help us.” 

Students & School Staff: We will, and we ask God to help us. 

Let us pray. Almighty God, bless these backpacks, school supplies, and 

technologies that help our children and students of all ages learn. Bless our children 

and bless the faithful school administrators, teachers, support staff, and all those 

involved in their education. Bless every child throughout the world, and bless 

everyone who seeks to feed hungry minds with what is good, right, and true. In 

Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

Lord of mercy, we cry to you for help, trusting in your compassion. Raise us up to 

offer Christ’s healing and forgiveness to all in distress. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We rejoice in your good creation. Bless scientists and artists who show us new 

ways of understanding the complex beauty around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Come to the rescue of those who are displaced by war, famine, or disaster. Bless 

peacekeepers and all who offer aid, so that peace and plenty prevail. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You provide deliverance and justice for all who are oppressed. Free those in 

bondage, and release victims of human trafficking. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Heal all bent over with sickness, aging, or suffering (especially…). Accompany 

those who visit homebound members, the hospitalized, and those who are in prison. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

You raise up witnesses in every generation. As we remember those who have 

passed into your peace, comfort us in the sure hope of your Son’s resurrection. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the 

power of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  
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OFFERING 

Ushers: Take the offering plates from the table in the back of the church. Receive the collection 

along the center aisle, from front to back, then walk behind the last pews and up the side aisles 

to receive the collection on the outside aisles, again from front to back.  Return to the back and 
wait for the Communion Assistant to come forward with the alms basin. 

 

 

OFFERTORY    “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  arr. J. Carter  

    Maddie Swick & Justin McClure, piano duet 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, for the gift of your good creation, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ so 

that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come, for God has blessed us abundantly, 

and welcomed us to this table! 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center 

aisle, proceed to the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the 

assistant, where you may dip the host into the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the 

side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those unable to come forward may 

receive the Sacrament in their pews. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”  #712 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this 

life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing 

spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

 
 

SENDING HYMN       “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”  #873 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

   

POSTLUDE                 
  

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************  

Altar flowers are presented in honor of Cole Rarick’s birthday by Gail & Jeff 

Rarick. 

Chancel flowers are presented in loving memory of Charles Keihner Mertz’s 

birthday (August 26) by his wife, Dolly; daughter Janet & Gary Young; and 

daughter Sandra Mertz and Brian Sharrow. 

Bulletins are presented in honor of Harrison Shadler’s 5th birthday by his 

grandparents, Darin & Crystal Brensinger. 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

SERVING TODAY (8/25/19) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Jessica Swick; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Madelyn Knecht; 

USHERS: Tom & Gwen Wehr; GREETER: Chris Long; COUNTERS: Connie 

Teter, Jean Premich & Barb Sterner; ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke & Madelyn 

Knecht 

 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (9/1/19) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Doug Travor; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Jeff Ritschel; USHERS: 

Glenda Bright & Jean Premich; GREETER: TBA; COUNTERS:  

Gwen & Tom Wehr and Glenda Bright; ALTAR GUILD: Crystal Brensinger & 

Cindy Ritschel 

*******************************************************************  

CALENDAR  

 

Saturday, August 24               5:30 PM Worship  

Sunday, August 25              9:00 AM Property 

               9:30 AM Worship & Blessing of the  

   Backpacks 

Monday, August 26              6:30 PM FPU 

Saturday, August 31               5:30 PM Worship  

Sunday, September 1             9:30 AM Worship  

Tuesday, September 3            6:30 PM Evangelism 

Wednesday, September 4       7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Saturday, September 7          10:00 AM– Heritage Day 

                 3:00 PM 

                 5:30 PM  Worship w/Communion 
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Sunday, September 8              8:00 AM Worship 

              10:30 AM Worship       

               12:00 PM Spaghetti lunch 

                 2:00 PM– God’s Work, Our Hands 

                 5:00 PM 

*******************************************************************  

RETURN TO REGULAR SCHEDULE 

We will be returning to our regular worship services the weekend of September 7/8. 

Saturday, September 7 — 5:30 PM 

Sunday, September 8 — 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

*******************************************************************  

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

Join us for . . . “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday.  This day is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—one church 

freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbors.  St. Paul’s will be hosting a health 

fair, “Passport to Being Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise,” on Sunday, September 8.  

This is a dedicated day of service to our community.   

We will be providing a free spaghetti lunch from noon until 2 PM followed by 

several vendors, speakers, and fellowship ending at 5 PM!  We will soon be 

announcing all vendors and speakers participating!   

What can you do?  Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one 

of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ—every 

act of service in every daily calling in every corner of life—flows freely from a 

living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  We need lots of hands, young and old 

alike, to make this event a success!   Please sign up to participate in this exciting 

event!  You can call Kathy Couch at 570-449-5021 for more information.  

******************************************************************* 

WELCA 

Wishing to help support “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, St. Paul’s Women of 

the ELCA are asking our congregation to donate personal care hygiene items such 

as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, wash cloth, hand towel, etc., for the 

Women in Crisis center of Schuylkill County. A box will be placed in the narthex 

for the collection of these items.   
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 ******************************************************************* 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

 

Heritage Day 

The Evangelism Committee is asking for volunteers to participate in Orwigsburg 

Heritage Day on September 7 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. We will again have our 

prayer board on the square. If you are able to volunteer one hour of your time, 

please sign up at the gathering place. We will also need some strong volunteers to 

load and set up the prayer board. 

 

Church Picnic 

Our church picnic will be held at Albright’s Park on Sunday, September 15, 

following the 10:30 service.  Drinks and hot dogs will be provided.  Bring a lawn 

chair and covered dish, and join your church family for an afternoon of fellowship. 

A sign-up sheet is at the gathering place.  Please place your name on the list if you 

plan to attend so we are able to determine how many hot dogs and drinks we will 

need. 

 

Home-Bound, College, Military 
The Evangelism Committee sends cards to the home-bound, college students, and 

military. If you know of someone not on our list or a change, please contact a 

committee member. 

******************************************************************* 

ADULT FORUM RETURNS 

NEXT MONTH 

 

Adult Forum will begin Sunday, September 15, 2019, at 9:15 AM in the parlor. 

Adult Forum promotes fellowship through lively discussion on a variety of topics.  

In the past, we have examined events leading up to the birth of Christ and the 

crucifixion plus an in-depth look into our worship structure.  

 

We will begin our discussions in September using the resource Faithful Citizen. 

Ideas for discussion are always welcome. Please contact Barbara Lafko at 

bjlafko@yahoo.com or 570-366-1208 if you plan to join us so that materials can be 

ordered. 

****************************************************************** 

 

 


