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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 11, 2019  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

 

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE                “Prelude in G”     J. S. Bach 
              BWV 541 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 

let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/
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O God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you,  

against one another, 

and against your good creation. 

We have stored up treasures for ourselves 

and turned away our neighbors in need. 

We have used our time foolishly and strayed from your path. 

Forgive us, that we may know true joy and freedom 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Through death on the cross, God has given us life and hope. 

Know that God has forgiven your sins! Rejoice in the good news of Jesus Christ! 

 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN   “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   #632 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 

Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 

wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated.  

 

WORD 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 

afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, 

“O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 

house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no 

offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the 

LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 

issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven 

and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 

your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him 

as righteousness. (Genesis 15:1–6) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 33:12–22 

 12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 

  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 

 13The LORD looks down from heaven, 

  and sees all humankind. 
 14God sits firmly enthroned and watches 

  all who dwell on the earth. 

 15God fashions all their hearts 

  and observes all their deeds. 
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 16A king is not saved by the size of the army, 

  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 

 17The horse gives vain hope for victory; 

  despite its great strength it cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 

  upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 

 19to deliver their lives from death, 

  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  
 20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 

  our helper and our shield. 

 21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 

  for in your holy name we put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 

  even as we place our hope in you.  

 

A Reading from the Book of Hebrews  
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the 

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 

things that are not visible. . . . 

  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was 

to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By 

faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 

living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 

promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 

and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was 

too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who 

had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 

descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable 

grains of sand by the seashore.” 

  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 

distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 

foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they 

are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left 

behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better 
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country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 

God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. (Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

Gospel Luke 12:32–40 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 

yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 

comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also. 

  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting 

for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 

for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the 

master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 

them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the 

middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 

coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     “Son of God, Eternal Savior”   #655 

 

 

SERMON  

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

Lord God, bless and send your church out from each place of worship to be a light 

to the nations. Equip us to share our hope in Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Bless and protect your creation. Raise up good stewards and wise innovators to 

protect and sustain your natural wonders. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bless and lead the nations of the world in the way of justice and mercy. Fashion our 

hearts to love as you love and guide our words and deeds. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bless and comfort those in need. Help us to share all that you have given us. Bring 

healing and wholeness to the sick, the broken, and all who suffer (especially . . .). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bless and sustain adults who long for loving children and children who long for 

loving parents. Teach us to treasure our neighbors: those who we know well and 

those who are new to us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bless and renew our faith. Strengthen us to put aside the world’s ignorance, 

wickedness, and foolishness. Keep our hearts and minds fixed on what is timeless 

and true. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Keep in your care those who have died in Christ until we join them in your eternal 

kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the 

power of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  
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OFFERING 

Ushers: Take the offering plates from the table in the back of the church. Receive the collection 

along the center aisle, from front to back, then walk behind the last pews and up the side aisles 

to receive the collection on the outside aisles, again from front to back.  Return to the back and 
wait for the Communion Assistant to come forward with the alms basin. 

 

OFFERTORY   “Break Thou the Bread of Life”  arr. Whitworth  
Patrick McMullen, organ 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, for the gift of your good creation, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ so 

that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



13 
 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God invites you to this table of bounty. 

Come, for the banquet is ready! 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first.  Please move into the center 

aisle, proceed to the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand.  Then turn to the 

assistant, where you may dip the host into the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the 

side aisle.  The lectern side will follow, then the choir.  Those unable to come forward may 

receive the Sacrament in their pews. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  “Lord of All Hopefulness”   #765 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this 

life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing 

spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

 
 

 

SENDING HYMN        “For the Beauty of the Earth”   #879 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

   

POSTLUDE             “The People Respond – Amen!”   Locklair  

  
Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************  

Today we welcome Patrick McMullen as our guest organist. He is a student at 

Lebanon Valley College and organist at St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic 

Church in Pottsville. Thank you, Patrick, for sharing your time and talent with us! 

Altar flowers and chancel flowers are presented in honor of our 53rd wedding 

anniversary by Tom and Gwen Wehr. 
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*******************************************************************  

SERVING TODAY (8/11/19) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Scott Butler; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Jennifer Betz; USHERS: 

Greg & Cindy Sklar; GREETER: Doug Travor; COUNTERS: Rosalie Wingle, 

Marlene Eidam & Diane Brobst; ALTAR GUILD: Barbara Lafko & Fern Moyer 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (8/18/19) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Steve Couch; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter; USHERS: 

Diane Brobst & Maddie Travor; GREETER: Doug Travor; COUNTERS: Joyce 

O’Rourke, Gloria Dierwechter & Dana Jenkins; ALTAR GUILD: Hope Clarke & 

Madelyn Knecht 

*******************************************************************  

CALENDAR  

 

Saturday, August 10              5:30 PM Worship  

Sunday, August 11              9:30 AM Worship  

Saturday, August 17              5:30 PM Worship  

Sunday, August 18              9:30 AM Worship  

Monday, August 19              6:00 PM Worship & Music 

*******************************************************************  

RETURN TO REGULAR SCHEDULE 

Just a little reminder that we will be returning to our regular worship services the 

weekend of September 7/8. 

Saturday, September 7 — 5:30 PM 

Sunday, September 8 — 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

Join us for . . . “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday.  This day is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—one church 

freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbors.  St. Paul’s will be hosting a health 

fair, “Passport to Being Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise,” on Sunday, September 8.  

This is a dedicated day of service to our community.   

We will be providing a free spaghetti lunch from noon until 2 PM followed by 

several vendors, speakers, and fellowship ending at 5 PM!  We will soon be 

announcing all vendors and speakers participating!   

What can you do?  Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one 

of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ—every 

act of service in every daily calling in every corner of life—flows freely from a 

living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  We need lots of hands, young and old 

alike, to make this event a success!   Please sign up to participate in this exciting 

event!  You can call Kathy Couch at 570-449-5021 for more information.  

 

******************************************************************* 

WELCA 

Wishing to help support “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, St. Paul’s Women of 

the ELCA are asking our congregation to donate personal care hygiene items such 

as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, wash cloth, hand towel, etc., for the 

Women in Crisis center of Schuylkill County. A box will be placed in the narthex 

for the collection of these items.   

 

******************************************************************* 

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE 

We still need a few sponsors for our Summer Fellowship Table. If you have 

enjoyed sharing this time with your church friends, please consider sponsoring a 

table. No need for anything extravagant.  

 

******************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 



18 
 
 

 ******************************************************************* 

NEWS FROM THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

 

HOME-BOUND, COLLEGE & MILITARY 

The Evangelism Committee sends cards to the home-bound, college students, and 

military.  If there are any changes or additions to our list, please notify any 

committee member. 

 

HERITAGE DAY 

The Evangelism Committee is planning to participate in Orwigsburg Heritage Day. 

Volunteers will be needed for Saturday, September 7. A sign-up sheet will be 

available at the Gathering Place. 

 

CHURCH PICNIC 

We are trying a new date for the church picnic this year.  The Evangelism 

Committee is hosting the church picnic on Sunday, September 15.  Save the date 

and watch for the sign-up sheet at the Gathering Place. 

 

******************************************************************* 

ADULT FORUM RETURNS 

NEXT MONTH 

 

Adult Forum will begin Sunday, September 15, 2019, at 9:15 AM in the parlor. 

Adult Forum promotes fellowship through lively discussion on a variety of topics.  

In the past, we have examined events leading up to the birth of Christ and the 

crucifixion plus an in-depth look into our worship structure.  

 

We will begin our discussions in September using the resource Faithful Citizen. 

Ideas for discussion are always welcome. Please contact Barbara Lafko at 

bjlafko@yahoo.com or 570-366-1208 if you plan to join us so that materials can be 

ordered. 

****************************************************************** 
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****************************************************************** 

Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 Ext. 11 

    pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director    570-573-4076 

    justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Hope Clarke, Office Support Staff 

    office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org    570-366-2316 

Karen Travor, Treasurer    570-366-8757 

     karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary    570-366-8766 

Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager    936-648-6809 

    jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 

 

******************************************************************* 

FRIENDSHIP PADS 

Please sign the friendship pads in the pews. Visitors are encouraged to sign the 

guest book in the narthex. 

 

******************************************************************* 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY… 

If you or someone you know needs immediate pastoral care, 

please call 717-649-3532. 

 

******************************************************************* 

 

 


