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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, July 28, 2019  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

215 N. Warren St. 

Orwigsburg, PA 

570-366-2316  

www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org  

 

******************************************************************* 

GATHERING  

 

PRELUDE               “Sweet Hour of Prayer”    D. Lasky  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 

let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/
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O God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you,  

against one another, 

and against your good creation. 

We have stored up treasures for ourselves 

and turned away our neighbors in need. 

We have used our time foolishly and strayed from your path. 

Forgive us, that we may know true joy and freedom 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Through death on the cross, God has given us life and hope. 

Know that God has forgiven your sins! Rejoice in the good news of Jesus Christ! 

 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN      “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  #742 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to 

pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your 

abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us 

those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated.  

 

WORD 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
20Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and 

how very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done 

altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 

  22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham 

remained standing before the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you 

indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty 

righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for 

the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the 

righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from 

you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I 

find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their 

sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I 

who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will 

you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I 

find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He 

answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let the 

Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not 

do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 

Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will 

not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once 

more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not 

destroy it.” (Genesis 18:20–32) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 138 

1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

  because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.  
3When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar.  
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

  your right hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your purpose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; 

  do not abandon the works of your hands.  

 

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians  
6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 

 8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and 

not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and 

you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In 

him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the 

body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in 

baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who 

raised him from the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he 

forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us with its legal 
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demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and 

authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it.  

 [16Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of 

observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 17These are only a shadow of what is 

to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18Do not let anyone disqualify you, 

insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up 

without cause by a human way of thinking, 19and not holding fast to the head, from 

whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, 

grows with a growth that is from God.] (Colossians 2:6–15 [16–19]) 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

Gospel Luke 11:1–13 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2He said 

to them, “When you pray, say:  

 Father, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come. 

  3Give us each day our daily bread. 

  4And forgive us our sins, 

   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
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midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of 

mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers from 

within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are 

with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he 

will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of 

his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 

  9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and 

everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 

opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a 

snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If 

you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Sweet Hour of Prayer”   
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SERMON  

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, you know your church. Guard and keep the whole body of Christ. 

Increase in us strength, love, and peace so that we are a blessing to the world. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Merciful Creator, you know the work of your hands. Guard and keep your creation. 

Bless the work of those who tend the earth’s resources and who seek to provide 

abundantly for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Merciful King, you know the nations, and you are the head of every ruler and 

authority. Guard and keep the world in justice and mercy, and let the words of your 

mouth bring peace on earth. Your kingdom come. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Merciful Lord, you know our needs. Guard and keep those who are hungry, those 

who are victims of violence or oppression, and those who are weary from illness 

(especially…). Give us today our daily bread. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Merciful God, you know our congregation. Guard and keep those who enrich us 

with the gift of music as they proclaim the gospel in song. We especially give 

thanks for the work of Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schütz, and George 

Frederick Handel, whom we commemorate today. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Merciful Lord, you know your saints. Guard and keep those faithful departed. 

Inspire our confidence in you until that day when we are all raised in the power and 

glory of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the 

power of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  

 

OFFERING 

Ushers: Take the offering plates from the table in the back of the church. Receive the collection 

along the center aisle, from front to back, then walk behind the last pews and up the side aisles 

to receive the collection on the outside aisles, again from front to back.  Return to the back and 
wait for the Communion Assistant to come forward with the alms basin. 
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OFFERTORY  “Amazing Grace; My Chains Are Gone” Chris Tomlin  
                arr. S. DeCesare  

                         Lindsay Blank, soprano; Jennifer Betz, alto 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN   

 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, 

that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this 

day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God invites you to this table of bounty. 

Come, for the banquet is ready! 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first.  Please move into the center 

aisle, proceed to the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand.  Then turn to the 

assistant, where you may dip the host into the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the 

side aisle.  The lectern side will follow, then the choir.  Those unable to come forward may 

receive the Sacrament in their pews. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  #759 

 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this 

life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing 

spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

 
 

 

SENDING HYMN       “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”  #774 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

   

POSTLUDE                    “The Rejoicing”    C. Callahan   

  
 

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611. 
*******************************************************************  

Altar flowers are presented in honor of Samantha Clarke’s birthday on July 31 by 

her mom and brother.  

Today’s bulletins are presented in memory of my parents’ birthdays, George and 

Anna Somers, by Rosalie Wingle. 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

SERVING TODAY (7/28/19) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Leslie Guldin; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter; USHERS: 

Mike & Sue Petresky; ACOLYTE/CRUCIFER:; GREETER: Bob Schuld II; 

COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Glenda Bright & Barb Sterner; ALTAR GUILD: 

Joanne Emerich & Sue Schenck 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (8/4/19) 

9:30 AM 

LECTOR: Robin Zimmerman; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Greg Sklar; 

USHERS: Shoener Family; ACOLYTE/CRUCIFER:; GREETER: Bob Schuld II; 

COUNTERS: Gwen Wehr, Tom Wehr & Glenda Bright; ALTAR GUILD: 

Barbara Lafko & Fern Moyer 

*******************************************************************  

CALENDAR  

 

Saturday, July 27              5:30 PM Worship  

Sunday, July 28              9:30 AM Worship  

Monday, July 29              7:00 PM Church Council 

Friday, August 2              5:30 PM Social Media Committee 

Saturday, August 3              5:30 PM Worship w/Communion 

Sunday, August 4              9:30 AM Worship 

Tuesday, August 6              6:00 PM Service Ministry 

Thursday, August 8              5:30 PM Farm-to-Square event 

*******************************************************************  
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*******************************************************************  

FARM-TO-SQUARE EVENT 

St. Paul’s Evangelism Committee will be participating in the Second Annual Farm-

to-Square event sponsored by the Orwigsburg Business & Professional Association 

on Thursday, August 8, from 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM. The committee is busy 

preparing organic frozen strawberry & banana smoothies for our four-legged 

friends. The recipe will be shared as will an invitation to come to St. Paul’s 

Blessing of the Animals. The committee will also be providing an opportunity for a 

picture to be taken, which will then be posted on St. Paul’s website. Please come 

out and support this event! Don’t forget to bring your fur baby! 

*******************************************************************  

FROM YOUR PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

We are designating the last Friday morning of each month as a time to gather and 

work around the gardens at the church. We meet at 9:00 AM and work for two to 

three hours weeding around the perimeter and in the garden along the side of the 

front of the building. 

Please bring all of your own equipment and gloves. We will continue our 

work on Friday, August 30, September 27, and October 25. If you wish to help but 

are not available those days, feel free to drop by and weed anytime. The weeds are 

always there!  

Also, did you know about the exciting work our congregant Karen Shoener is 

doing? Each week she brings in a group of students to work around the church 

tidying, dusting, and cleaning. We see this as a lovely act of community service! 

When you see Karen, please thank her for her hard work with her students and for 

all of the students giving their time to St. Paul’s. 

Robin Zimmerman 
*******************************************************************  

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

Join us for . . . “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday.  This day is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—one church 

freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbors.  St. Paul’s will be hosting a health 

fair, “Passport to Being Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise,” on Sunday, September 8.  

This is a dedicated day of service to our community.   

We will be providing a free spaghetti lunch from noon until 2 PM followed by 

several vendors, speakers, and fellowship ending at 5 PM!  We will soon be 

announcing all vendors and speakers participating!   
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What can you do?  Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one 

of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ—every 

act of service in every daily calling in every corner of life—flows freely from a 

living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  We need lots of hands, young and old 

alike, to make this event a success!   Please sign up to participate in this exciting 

event!  You can call Kathy Couch at 570-449-5021 for more information.  

******************************************************************* 

WELCA 

Wishing to help support “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, St. Paul’s Women of 

the ELCA are asking our congregation to donate personal care hygiene items such 

as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, wash cloth, hand towel, etc., for the 

Women in Crisis center of Schuylkill County. A box will be placed in the parlor for 

the collection of these items.   

******************************************************************* 

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE 

We still need a few sponsors for our Summer Fellowship Table. If you have 

enjoyed sharing this time with your church friends, please consider sponsoring a 

table. No need for anything extravagant.  

 

******************************************************************* 

ST. PAUL’S PRAYER TEAM 

Have you ever wondered what happens to the names on the prayer list? 

Rest assured the names of your loved ones are not forgotten. St. Paul’s has a 

diligent prayer team in place to take that list, divide those precious names, and then 

pray individually for each name listed.  Every name is prayed for each week, asking 

for God’s care and blessings on each loved one listed. 

For more information on the Prayer Team or how to join the team, feel free to 

contact Doug Travor. He can be reached after church or at 366-8757. 

******************************************************************* 

 


