Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 21, 2019

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
215 N. Warren St.
Orwigsburg, PA
570-366-2316
www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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GATHERING

PRELUDE “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” D. E. Wagner

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We gather in the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor,
let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.


http://www.stpauls-orwigsburg.org/

O God of mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,

against one another,

and against your good creation.

We have stored up treasures for ourselves

and turned away our neighbors in need.

We have used our time foolishly and strayed from your path.
Forgive us, that we may know true joy and freedom

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Through death on the cross, God has given us life and hope.
Know that God has forgiven your sins! Rejoice in the good news of Jesus Christ!

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” #520

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the TLord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid
the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your
word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

A Reading from the Book of Genesis

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of
his tent in the heat of the day. ?He looked up and saw three men standing near him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to
the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your
servant. “Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under
the tree. °Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that
you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you
have said.” ’And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” "Abraham ran to
the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened
to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set
it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

*They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the
tent.” 1%Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife
Sarah shall have a son.” (Genesis 18:1-10a)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
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3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
*In their sight the wicked are rejected,

but they honor those who fear the LORD.

They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
>They do not give their money in hope of gain,

nor do they take bribes against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians

S[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;*¢for
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created
through him and for him. Y’He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. 8He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.
¥For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2°and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making peace through the blood of his cross.

2LAnd you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, %*he
has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and
blameless and irreproachable before him—?23provided that you continue securely
established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by
the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under
heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

241 am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is,
the church. I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to
me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 2°the mystery that has been
hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints.
2"To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches
of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. %8It is he
whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that
we may present everyone mature in Christ. (Colossians 1:15-28)

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Please stand if you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel  Luke 10:38-42
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

3Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village,
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 3*She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 4°But
Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do
you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to
help me.” “'But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; ’there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the
better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” #1172

SERMON



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for
those in need.

A brief silence.

For the church, visible and invisible; for all servants of the gospel; and for the
people of God, that we may hear your word and share your supper, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For everyone who works out of doors; for favorable weather; for gentle breezes; for
fresh water; for grain, fruit, and vegetables in abundance, and for all of creation,
that it become for us a reflection of God’s glory, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the sick, the hungry, the imprisoned, those living with serious injuries, those
awaiting the birth of children, those dealing with mental illness, and all people in
need (especially...), that Christ, our great physician, bring healing and wholeness,
let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.



For those who are unemployed, those who seek more adequate employment, those
who are abused in their workplace, and those who overwork by choice or necessity,
that we recognize God’s goodness in honest labor of all kinds, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For artists and musicians, for poets and writers, for dancers and athletes, and for
dreamers and visionaries, that we recognize their gifts and abilities and give thanks
to God by encouraging them in their particular vocation, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for those who have died and are now at peace, and for their lives
that bear witness to the promise of abundant life through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We
commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING

Ushers: Take the offering plates from the table in the back of the church. Receive the collection
along the center aisle, from front to back, then walk behind the last pews and up the side aisles
to receive the collection on the outside aisles, again from front to back. Return to the back and
wait for the Communion Assistant to come forward with the alms basin.

OFFERTORY “Be Thou My Vision”

Chris Long and Cindy Ritschel, soprano; Kathie Frantz and Sue Schenck, alto
Translated by Mary E. Byrne and Eleanor Hull
Old Irish Hymn Tune arr. Justin M. McClure



OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are

given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ,
that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give him thanks

Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,

but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God invites you to this table of bounty.
Come, for the banquet is ready!
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AGNUS DEI
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DISTRIBUTION

The Sacrament will be distributed by Intinction, pulpit side first. Please move into the center
aisle, proceed to the Pastor, and receive the bread in your open hand. Then turn to the
assistant, where you may dip the host into the wine and partake, returning to your seat by the
side aisle. The lectern side will follow, then the choir. Those unable to come forward may
receive the Sacrament in their pews.

COMMUNION HYMN “Spirit of Gentleness” #396

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence,
nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this
life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing
spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
0
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The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

SENDING HYMN “I Love to Tell the Story” #661

THE DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Voluntary in D” G. F. Handel

Our Liturgy and Music are used by permission through Augsburg Fortress License #20611.
B R R R T T T

Altar flowers are presented in honor of Kelsey Mills’ 5™ birthday by her
grandparents, Darin & Crystal Brensinger.

Chancel flowers are presented in honor of Pastor Mike’s 25" anniversary of his
ordination by Sue and Mikey.

Today’s bulletins are presented in honor of the birthday of Jeff Ritschel Sr. by his
family.
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SERVING TODAY (7/21/19)

9:30 AM

LECTOR: Jenn Betz; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Robin Zimmerman; USHERS:
Jeff Ritschel & Lindsay Novelli; ACOLYTE/CRUCIFER:; GREETER: Bob Schuld
I1; COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Jean Premich & Barb Sterner; ALTAR GUILD:
Joanne Emerich & Sue Schenck

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY (7/28/19)

9:30 AM

LECTOR: Leslie Guldin; COMMUNION ASSISTANT: Connie Teter; USHERS:
Mike & Sue Petresky; ACOLYTE/CRUCIFER:; GREETER: Bob Schuld I1;
COUNTERS: Connie Teter, Glenda Bright & Barb Sterner; ALTAR GUILD:

Joanne Emerich & Sue Schenck
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CALENDAR
Saturday, July 20 5:30 PM Worship
Sunday, July 21 9:30 AM Worship
Monday, July 22 6:30 PM FPU
Friday, July 26 9:00 AM Gardening at the church
Saturday, July 27 5:30 PM Worship
Sunday, July 28 9:30 AM Worship
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COOKBOOK DEADLINE

The Evangelism Committee is planning a new cookbook for St. Paul’s. Everyone is
invited to share their recipes with us. We are hoping for a large response and to
have the book in time for our annual church bazaar in October.

Please provide your recipes today, July 21. The recipes should be typed and sent to
jenniferlbetz@gmail.com or placed in the narthex. Handwritten or printed recipes
are also accepted. Any comments about the recipe can be added.
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FROM YOUR PROPERTY COMMITTEE

We are designating the last Friday morning of each month as a time to gather and
work around the gardens at the church. We will meet at 9:00 AM and work for two
to three hours weeding around the perimeter and in the garden along the side of the
front of the building.

Please bring all of your own equipment and gloves. We will begin our work this
coming Friday, July 26, and will continue on August 30, September 27, and
October 25. If you wish to help but are not available those days, feel free to drop by
and weed anytime. The weeds are always there! ©

Also, did you know about the exciting work our congregant Karen Shoener is
doing? Each week she brings in a group of students to work around the church
tidying, dusting, and cleaning. We see this as a lovely act of community service!
When you see Karen, please thank her for her hard work with her students and for
all of the students giving their time to St. Paul’s.

Robin Zimmerman
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GOD’S WORK., OUR HANDS

Join us for . . . “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday. This day is an opportunity to
celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—one church
freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbors. St. Paul’s will be hosting a health
fair, “Passport to Being Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise,” on Sunday, September 8.
This is a dedicated day of service to our community.

We will be providing a free spaghetti lunch from noon until 2 PM followed by
several vendors, speakers, and fellowship ending at 5 PM! We will soon be
announcing all vendors and speakers participating!

What can you do? Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of
our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ—every act
of service in every daily calling in every corner of life—flows freely from a living,
daring confidence in God’s grace. We need lots of hands, young and old alike, to
make this event a success! Please sign up to participate in this exciting event! You
can call Kathy Couch at 570-449-5021 for more information.
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SUMMER FELLOWSHIP TABLE

Also, back by popular demand—Summer Fellowship Table. St. Paul’s
committees, a family, or a group of individuals can sign up to bring light
refreshments for the congregation to share after the 9:30 service. Please see the
signup sheet in the gathering room. WE STILL NEED SPONSORS!
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ST. PAUL’S PRAYER TEAM
Have you ever wondered what happens to the names on the prayer list?

Rest assured the names of your loved ones are not forgotten. St. Paul’s has a
diligent prayer team in place to take that list, divide those precious names, and then
pray individually for each name listed. Every name is prayed for each week, asking
for God’s care and blessings on each loved one listed.

For more information on the Prayer Team or how to join the team, feel free to
contact Doug Travor. He can be reached after church or at 366-8757.
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Reverend Michael T. Petresky 570-366-2316 Ext. 11
pastormike@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Justin McClure, Organist/Choir Director 570-573-4076

justin@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Hope Clarke, Office Support Staff

office@stpauls-orwigsburg.org 570-366-2316
Karen Travor, Treasurer 570-366-8757
karen@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
Wayne Lutsey, Financial Secretary 570-366-8766
Jessica Swick, Social Media Manager 936-648-6809

jessica@stpauls-orwigsburg.org
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FRIENDSHIP PADS

Please sign the friendship pads in the pews. Visitors are encouraged to sign the
guest book in the narthex.
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY...

If you or someone you know needs immediate pastoral care,
please call 717-649-3532.
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